
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

AND  
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

P11PG00072 
 
PREAMBLE 
 
This Memorandum of Agreement establishes a framework for improved collaboration and 
cooperation between the National Park Service (NPS) and the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE).  It has been prepared in the knowledge that each agency has capabilities 
and expertise that could be helpful to the other.  By sharing those capabilities and areas of 
expertise, the agencies will accomplish their respective missions more efficiently and better 
serve the public interest.  Both agencies want and expect this Agreement to be widely utilized by 
agency personnel, including personnel who may have little knowledge about the extent of the 
other agency's capabilities or areas of interest.  For that reason, it has been crafted not only to set 
the stage for the obligation of funds under authority of the Economy Act or other applicable 
authority, but also to impart more information about areas of mutual interest that do not 
necessarily require the obligation of funds. 
 
ARTICLE I.    PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY 
 

a.  This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA or Agreement) is entered into by and 
between the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), through the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE), and the National Park Service (NPS) (collectively, parties) for the purpose 
of establishing a framework governing the respective responsibilities for the provision of goods 
and services as described in Article II, below.  Any interagency agreement (IA) issued pursuant 
to this MOA will be entered into pursuant to the Economy Act (31 U.S.C. § 1535) or other 
applicable authorities between the NPS and USACE effective upon the date of last signature.   
 

b.  This Agreement is intended to improve public services and management of 
natural and cultural resources through harmonious and effective cooperative interagency efforts 
including, but not limited to, joint research and information sharing; design and construction 
expertise; emergency and post-disaster operations; conflict management; coordinated ecosystem 
management, restoration and protection activities; global climate change adaptation; joint 
curatorial cooperation; interpretation and exhibit expertise; training and education; collaborative 
permitting and planning for resource protection, recreation, tourism, and visitor use and safety.  
It encourages improved collaboration and cooperation related to wild and scenic rivers, the 
National Trails System, floodplain and river management, dredging, coastal engineering 
structures, asset management, facilities management and recreation management, heritage asset 
management, abandoned mine lands, efficient and renewable energy technologies, and in 
mutually sharing expertise in project management, project tracking systems and software, value 
engineering, design, development, and construction management.   

 
 

 





ARTICLE IV. INTERAGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 

To provide for consistent and effective communication between USACE and NPS, each 
party shall appoint a Principal Representative to serve as its central point of contact on matters 
relating to this Agreement. Additional representatives may also be appointed to serve as points 
of contact on lAs. 

ARTICLE V. INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS 

a. In response to requests from one party (the "Ordering Agency") for the other 
party's (the "Servicing Agency'') goods and services, the parties will develop mutually agreed 
upon written lAs that detail the specific tasks to be completed. When the USACE is the 
Ordering Agency. lAs must be on either Engineer Form 4914-R or a similar document 
containing the same information as Department of Defense Form 1144. When NPS is the 
Ordering Agency, lAs will be on the current Department of Interior IAA form. Regardless of 
specific format, lAs must include at least the following elements: 

( I) A detailed scope of work statement; 

(2) A reference to this MOA that substantially says the following: "This IA is 
subject to the terms and conditions of the Memorandum of Agreement, No. PI I PG00072, 
between the NPS and USACE, dated April 26, 20 II, attached hereto and incorporated by this 
reference. and in the event of a conflict between the MOA and this lA, the MOA shall control." 

(3) Reference to the Applicable Laws as defined in Article IX, herein, any 
pertinent agency guidance: 

(4) Schedules; 

(5) Funding arrangements; 

(6) The Ordering and Servicing Agencies' respective lines of accounting, to 
include the appropriation department code, the appropriation fiscal year, the appropriation 
symbol, the date upon which cited funds expire, and the appropriation limitation associated with 
the order; 

(7) Identification of individual project managers; 

(8) Identification of existing contracts to be used (if known); 

(9) Types and frequencies of reports; 
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I.  Mission of Each Organization 
 
A.  The National Park Service (NPS) preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and 
values of the national park system for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future 
generations.  The NPS cooperates with partners to extend the benefits of natural and cultural 
resource conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world.  
 
B.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) provides planning, design, cultural resources 
management, and construction services to civil and military customers, and other agencies, 
worldwide. USACE develops, manages, protects, and improves the Nation's water resources, 
including related natural and cultural resources, consistent with the ecosystem management 
principles.  In addition, USACE provides quality public outdoor recreation experiences to serve 
the needs of present and future generations.  USACE uses a project management business 
process to deliver quality products and services in partnership with the private sector and 
stakeholders.  
 
II.  Existing Responsibilities 
 
A.  The NPS and USACE each have responsibilities for complying with and/or carrying out legal 
requirements, policies, and programs established by or under such statutes as the National 
Environmental Policy Act, Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act, Wilderness Act, Endangered Species Act, National Historic Preservation Act, 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act, Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, National Trails System 
Act, Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 36 CFR Part 79: Curation of 
Federally-owned and Administered Archeological Collections, and other applicable Executive 
orders, public laws and Federal regulations.  Both agencies recognize that the policies, programs, 
plans, and activities used to carry out their respective responsibilities may have an effect on the 
policies and programs of the other agency. 
 



B.  Each agency retains its full responsibility and authority to execute and accomplish its 
programs and carry out its jurisdictional responsibilities.  The identification of areas of mutual 
interest or concern will not predetermine certain types of work or projects or that any level of 
work will be required from either agency. 
 
III.  Overview and Purpose  
 
A.  There are many opportunities for Federal agencies such as the NPS and USACE to cooperate 
in carrying out their respective responsibilities in the management of lands, water, and facilities 
under their respective jurisdictions.  Opportunities also exist for the agencies to provide each 
other with needed technical expertise.  Cooperative activities and technical assistance efforts 
could help:  (1) improve environmental stewardship, natural and cultural resources management 
and protection; (2) improve public and visitor services; (3) enhance research and data collection 
capabilities; (4) provide a better understanding of each agency’s goals, objectives, and programs; 
(5) improve stewardship and interpretation of heritage assets, and (6) avoid, resolve, and manage 
conflicts.  
 
B.  The purpose of this document is to: 
 
1)  Serve as an attachment for the Memoranda of Agreement (MOA), Number P11PG00072, 
between NPS and USACE to illustrate systemic issues and challenges that can be addressed with 
a spirit of cooperation. 

 
2)  Provide examples and possible funded projects under the Economy Act and other appropriate 
authorities.  Not all cooperation efforts or projects envisioned by the agreement will require 
funding.  A number of work and discussion areas of mutual interest to both agencies have been 
identified below in Section V: Areas of Cooperation. 
 
3)  Improve public services and management of natural and cultural resources through 
harmonious and effective cooperative interagency efforts.  When appropriate, interagency efforts 
may include joint research; coordinated ecosystem management, restoration and protection 
activities; joint curation partnerships; interpretation; collaborative permitting and planning for 
resource protection, recreation and visitor use and safety. 
 
4)  Establish the policy framework for formal and informal coordination and communications 
between officials at each level of NPS and USACE.   
 
5)  Encourage the use of USACE water resources and water-related design and construction 
expertise, and construction inspection services on NPS projects, and  mutually share expertise in 
project management, project tracking systems and software, design, development and 
construction management.   
 
6)  Share the knowledge and expertise of each agency in the areas of natural and cultural 
resources; recreation; wild and scenic rivers management; environmental restoration; national 
scenic, historic, and recreation trails; transportation planning; interpretation; and facility design 
and construction. 
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