CHAPTER 1. | NTRODUCTI ON

1.1 EXECUTI VE SUMVARY

1.1.1 This update of the Solid WAaste Managenment manual stresses
operational changes brought about in waste handling practices as a result of
t he Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976 (42 USC 6901) and
its anendnments. New sections are included on the legal inplications of the
act. The Mlitary Construction Codification Act (PL 97-214) of 1982 is also
di scussed as it applies to recycling prograns in the mlitary.

1.1.2 This manual discusses managerial, engineering, and operationa
i ssues associated wth:

handl i ng and storage of waste

refuse collection

transfer stations sanitary landfills

vol une reduction techniques

resource recovery (material and/or energy)
recycling centers at nilitary bases.

Di scussions are intentionally brief.

1.1.3 A serious shortage of suitable landfill sites especially near
large nmetropolitan areas is forcing solid waste managers to | ook for ways to
m nimze the volume of buried wastes. Resource recovery, recycling
conpacting, incineration, and conposting are exanples of processes being
i mpl enented to reduce burdens on landfills. Wen hauling distances to
I andfills become excessive, transfer stations may be economically attractive.

1.1.4 The Mlitary Construction Codification Act (PL 97-214) of 1982
provi ded increased incentives for recycling progranms. Highly successfu
recycling progranms already exist at several nilitary installations.
| mpl ement ation strategies for other installations are included in this
document .

1.1.5 Section 4.4 on wastes requiring special handling enphasizes
hospital wastes and ot her uni que waste with specific handling and di sposa
requirenents.

1.1.6 Section 4.5 on Hazardous WAstes relates to the inmpacts of
hazardous materials or wastes that might enter a solid waste stream (e.g.
cont am nati on of housing wastes with hazardous househol d cl eani ng chem cal s).
It is not meant to be a conprehensive review of hazardous waste practices in
the mlitary.



1.1.7 Appendices provide information on

landfill permt requirenents

solid waste managenment contracts

regional U.S. Environnental Protection Agency (EPA) offices
state solid waste agencies

organi zations involved in recycling

estimtion of waste generation rates.

A list of acronyns, a glossary, and a subject index are al so included.

1.2 PURPCSE. The purpose of the document is to provide technica

i nformati on for personnel responsible for managing solid waste on nmilitary
installations in the United States. Installations outside of the United
States nust abide by technical standards and practices of the host
jurisdiction to ensure that environmental protection requirenents are
fulfilled. These requirements are set forth in status of forces agreenents,
treaties, and executive orders pertaining to U S. activities overseas. Good
sanitation practices are necessary at all |ocations regardl ess of regulatory
requirenents.

1.3 SCOPE

1.3.1 Managenent and technical procedures are presented as gui des that
will ensure:

conservation of resources

protection of the environnment

systematic collection of solid wastes

efficient operation of disposal systens

m ni mum expendi ture of funds, personnel, equipnment, and materials
conpliance with applicable regul ations.

1.3.2 The sections discussing | egal issues are guidelines only and based

on interpretation of regulatory requirements. They are not intended to be
| egal advice.
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