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2. Provide the name of the primary sponsor and all non-Federal interests that have contributed
or are expected to contribute toward the non-Federal share of the proposed feasibility study or
modification.

Sponsor Letter of Support

Board of Commissioners of the Port of
New Orleans(Primary)

The Port of New Orleans (Port) is requesting a mod-
ification to the Mississippi River Ship Channel-Gulf
to Baton Rouge, Louisiana Project to deepen the ap-
proaches and harbor to provide access to the Port’s
container terminals at the same depth as the Missis-
sippi River channel. The Port is a deep-draft multi-
purpose port at the center of the world’s busiest port
system – Louisiana’s Lower Mississippi River. The
Port’s cargo-related activities generate 160,000 direct
and indirect jobs and $17 billion of spending within
the state of Louisiana. The Port’s container volumes
have increased more than 92% in the last 10 years
and volumes continue to grow. Currently, container
vessels calling at the Napoleon Avenue Container Ter-
minal are light loaded because of existing depth lim-
itations. Deepening of the ship channel, harbor and
berth approach will enhance the competitiveness of
the Port’s container terminals and, ultimately, en-
able the Port to attract additional container services.
The Port and port-related industry will significantly
benefit from the availability of deeper depths in the
Port of New Orleans’ harbor and approaches to its
container berths. Improved container terminal ef-
ficiency, reduced operating costs and the potential
for added service enhancements will translate into
increased global trade and economic activity. The
Port strongly encourages the Corps to implement
dredging of the New Orleans harbor and berth ap-
proaches to coincide with current depth of the Mis-
sissippi River channel and any future deepening. The
Board is fully prepared to provide a letter of intent to
move forward on a study to evaluate the requested
modifications and to fund the local cost share for
both the study and anticipated construction.

Louisiana Department of Transporta-
tion and Development

The Department of Transportation and Development
(LDOTD) supports the request to modify the Mis-
sissippi River Ship Channel Gulf to Baton Rouge,
Louisiana Project to include the deepening of the
New Orleans Harbor and Berth Approach, as long
as it does not delay the study nor project for deepen-
ing the main channel. LDOTD is the local sponsor
for the authorized project and supports this project
modification request as long as the current Channel
deepening GRR is not affected or delayed. The Port
is making the request for this modification and is
willing to fund the local cost share.
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3. State if this proposal is for a feasibility study, a modification to an authorized USACE
feasibility study or a modification to an authorized USACE project. If it is a proposal for a
modification, provide the authorized water resources development feasibility study or project
name.

[x] Modification to an Authorized USACE Project : Mississippi River Ship Channel; Gulf to Baton
Rouge, Louisiana
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4. Clearly articulate the specific project purpose(s) of the proposed study or modification.
Demonstrate that the proposal is related to USACE mission and authorities and specifically
address why additional or new authorization is needed.
The purpose of this project is to deepen the approaches to the Port of New Orleans’ current and future
container facilities (Approaches) and the associated Harbor area to the same depth as the Mississippi River
channel from the Gulf to Baton Rouge, Louisiana (Channel). The Corps is authorized to dredge the Channel
to 55’ and the New Orleans harbor (Harbor) to 40’. WRRDA 2007 authorizes dredging the Napoleon Ave.
Container Terminal berthing area (Napoleon Approach) to a depth not to exceed the Channel. The Corps
currently dredges the Channel to 45’ and the Napoleon Approach to only 40’. The Port is requesting a
modification to the existing project to include the dredging of the Approaches and the associated Harbor
area on the left descending bank of the Mississippi River from Mile 98.3 to Mile 100.6 AHP to a depth
equal to the Channel. The Corps should dredge this stretch to a depth equal to the Channel from the
border of the Channel to within 100’ of the face of the wharf. This change will allow the Port to realize
the full benefit of a deeper Channel, and because this change merely expands the area of current Corps
authorization to facilitate commercial vessel access to public berths, it clearly fulfills the Corps’ mission to
maintain waterways for commercial navigation. The Port has been forced to dredge to 45’ the Napoleon
Approach to provide access to the existing container berths. It is also requested that the Corps undertake
an Assumption of Maintenance Study for the Napoleon Approach which has already been cut to 45’ by the
Board. The Corps is currently performing a GRR to confirm the economic justification of deepening the
Channel up to a depth of 50’. Please note this request for a study to modify a project feature is not intended
to delay the current GRR, but is a separate request to dredge the Approaches and the associated Harbor
area to the same depth as the Channel, whether it is the current Channel depth or any new depth.
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5. To the extent practicable, provide an estimate of the total cost, and the Federal and non-
Federal share of those costs, of the proposed study and, separately, an estimate of the cost of
construction or modification.

Federal Non-Federal Total

Study $750,000 $750,000 $1,500,000

Construction $4,210,000 $4,210,000 $8,420,000

Explanation (if necessary)

There is not sufficient information available to adequately estimate the cost of a study. The study would
probably require hydraulics and hydrology (H&H) modeling, NEPA investigation and an economic evalua-
tion. The data required for this study is very similar to the data currently being collected for the General
Reevaluation Report (GRR) to deepen the Channel. So, the study cost would be dependent on whether mea-
sures are taken to capitalize on the ongoing effort without, however, delaying the current Channel deepening
GRR.
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6. To the extent practicable, describe the anticipated monetary and nonmonetary benefits of
the proposal including benefits to the protection of human life and property; improvement to
transportation; the national economy; the environment; or the national security interests of
the United States.
The Port of New Orleans is a deep draft port located on the Mississippi River with a world class container
facility that handles over 500,000 TEUs per year. 12 shipping lines have regular calls at the Port. Vessels
regularly call at the container facility that have 45-foot drafts, but many such vessels have to be light loaded
due to the water depth limitations and would benefit from deeper water depth. Unfortunately, it has been
necessary for the Port to expend its limited funds to dredge the Harbor beyond the Corps-authorized 40’ to
facilitate commercial navigation. Additionally, the opening of the new Panama Canal locks will provide a
path for vessels with drafts of 50’ to easily access the Port, but only if the Approaches and the associated
Harbor area are dredged to 50’ when the Channel is dredged to that same depth. This modification would
allow vessels to carry larger quantities of cargo and allow larger vessels to call at the Board’s container
terminal. Shippers can save costs by taking advantage of economies of scale. Providing deeper draft in
the Channel without deepening the Harbor does not permit the economic benefits of the deeper Channel
to be fully realized.Vessels that are currently calling at the Port have the capability of being loaded with
additional containers, but sail “light” because of draft limitations. Also, there are a number of other vessels
in the fleets of carriers currently calling on the Port with drafts approaching 50’ that can navigate under
the bridge crossing the River. These vessels could carry 300 additional containers each if they could load to
their maximum draft. The additional cargo that could be carried to and from the Port due to this deepening
would create jobs, increase spending and tax revenues, and have a significantly positive economic impact. A
further economic benefit would be increased productivity caused by the lower costs of exporting goods.
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7. Does local support exist? If ‘Yes’, describe the local support for the proposal.
[x] Yes

Local Support Description

The Board’s container terminal tenants, container support industry, shippers and importers, the International
Longshoremen’s Association Local 3000, the trucking industry, railroads, and carriers are in favor of this
project modification that would facilitate national commerce. All cite that accommodating deeper draft
vessels would provide efficient and cost effective movement of cargo that would assure the competitiveness
of the Port and its customers. The Port of New Orleans is fully prepared to provide a Letter of Intent to
move forward on a study to evaluate the requested modifications.

8. Does the primary sponsor named in (2.) above have the financial ability to provide for the
required cost share?

[x] Yes
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Primary Sponsor Letter of Support

(As uploaded)
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~ .a. / .. . 
PORT NOLA 
THE PORT OF NEW ORLEANS 

TO: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

RE: Mississippi River Ship Channel 
Gulf to Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

September 14, 2015 

New Orleans Harbor and Berth Approach Deepening 

Gary P. LaGrange, PPM 
President and Chief 

Executive Officer 

The Board of Commissioners of the Port ofNew Orleans (Board) is requesting a modification to 
the federally authorized project (Mississippi River Ship Channel-Gulf to Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana) for the Corps to deepen the approaches and harbor to provide access to the Port of 
New Orleans' container terminals at the same depth as the River channel. The channel will 
potentially be deepened to 50 feet in the near future. 

The Port of New Orleans (Port) is a deep-draft multi-purpose port at the center of the world's 
busiest port system - Louisiana' s Lower Mississippi River. The Port' s cargo-related activities 
generate 160,000 direct and indirect jobs and $17 billion of spending within the state of 
Louisiana. The Board's facilities include 20 million square feet of cargo-handling area and more 
than 3.1 million square-feet of covered storage area. The Port is connected to markets across 
North America by the interstate highway system and it is the only seaport in the U.S. served by 
all six Class I rail lines. 

In recent years, containerized cargo has become an increasingly important component of the 
Port' s cargo profile. In the 10 years from 2005 to 2014, the number ofTEUs handled at the Port 
grew from 254,264 to 490,517 - an increase of more than 92 percent. The Port continues to 
experience growth in container volumes: during the 12-month period between August 2014 and 
July 2015, the Port handled 533,854 TEUs. The key to sustaining growth in container volumes 
is the provision of productive, efficient and cost-effective container terminal operations. The 
Corps currently dredges the Mississippi River channel to 45 feet and the New Orleans harbor to 
40 feet. The Board has been forced to dredge the area from the channel to the berth to 45 feet to 
provide access to its existing container berths. A 50-foot ship channel will provide Port access 
for deeper draft container vessels; however, unless the Port' s harbor and berth approaches are 
dredged to match the channel depth, these vessels will not be able to call at the Board's 
Napoleon Avenue Container Terminal. 

www PORTNO.com 6 Post Office Box 60046 
T: 504.528.3203 F: 504.528.3397 ~ New Orleans. LA 70160 



U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers 
September 14, 2015 

Draft limitations serve to constrain the number of containers that be accommodated on container 
vessels calling at the Port and, in turn, adversely impact container unit transport costs. Currently, 
container vessels calling at the Napoleon Avenue Container Terminal are light loaded because of 
existing depth limitations. These vessels could be loaded with additional containers, if the 
approach between the channel and the wharf is dredged to the same depth as the channel. 
Notably, for every additional foot of draft provided, a container vessel will be able to 
accommodate 120 more containers. Deepening of the ship channel, harbor and berth approach 
will enhance the competitiveness of the Port's container terminals and, ultimately, enable the 
Port to attract additional container services. The resultant cost-savings and service 
enhancements will enable the more efficient movement of containerized cargo to and from the 
global marketplace which translates into increased commerce and employment here at home. 

Clearly, the Port and port-related industry will significantly benefit from the availability of 
deeper depths in the Port of New Orleans' harbor and approaches to its container berths. 
Improved container terminal efficiency, reduced operating costs and the potential for added 
service enhancements will translate into increased global trade and economic activity. The 
Board strongly encourages the Corps to implement dredging of the New Orleans harbor and 
berth approaches to coincide with current depth of the Mississippi River channel and any future 
deepening. The Board is fully prepared to provide a letter of intent to move forward on a study 
to evaluate the requested modifications and to fund the local cost share for both the study and 
anticipated construction. 
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Other Non-Federal Sponsors
Letter(s) of Support

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)
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DOTD letter of support.pdf
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Additional Proposal Information
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CNRR letter of support.pdf
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Cornerstone letter of support.pdf
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:Cornerstone
BSI Chemica! Company

Building value, together.

September 15, 2015

TO: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

RE: Mississippi River Ship Channel

Gulf to Baton Rouge, Louisiana

New Orleans Harbor and Berth Approach Deepening

The Port of New Orleans is requesting a modification to the federally authorized project (Mississippi

River Ship Channel-Gulf to Baton Rouge, Louisiana) for the Corps to deepen the approaches and harbor

to provide access to the Port’s container terminals at the same depth as the River channel. The channel

will potentially be deepened to 50 feet in the near future. As a Port user, Cornerstone Chemical

Company is very concerned about the cost and efficiency of the movement of our goods to and from the

global marketplace. Currently, container vessels calling at the Port are light loaded because of existing

depth limitations. These vessels could be loaded with additional containers, if the approach between the

channel and the wharf is dredged to the same depth as the channel. Notably, for every additional foot of

draft provided, a container vessel will be able to accommodate 120 more containers. The resultant

reduction in container unit transportation costs afforded by the channel, harbor and berth approach

deepening will enhance our ability to compete and, ultimately, enable the Port to attract additional

container services that will expand our global reach.

Cornerstone Chemical Company would benefit from the availability of the deeper depths in the

approaches to the Port of New Orleans container berths, and wholeheartedly supports the Port’s

request. We strongly encourage the Corps to implement dredging of the New Orleans harbor and

container berth approaches to coincide with the current Mississippi River channel depth and any

deepening that may occur.

Sincerely,

Syd Au

Sr. Manager

(504) 431-6454

10800 RIver Rd
Weggaman
LA 70094



Additional Proposal Information

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)
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Hapag Lloyd letter of support.pdf
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• Hapag-Lioyd 

Hapag-Lloyd (America) Inc. · Houston, TX 77067 

September 21, 2015 

TO: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

RE: Mississippi River Ship Channel 
Gulf to Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
New Orleans Harbor and Berth Approach Deepening 

Hapag-Lioyd ( America )LLC provides container line service at the Port of 
New Orleans' container terminals and has had a presence in the Port for a 
number of years. We have had the opportunity to grow our business as the 
Port has grown. It is our understanding that a study is underway to 
potentially deepen the Mississippi River channel and that the Port is 
requesting that the approaches and harbor at the Port's container berths be 
dredged to the same depth as the River channel. Hapag-Lioyd supports this 
request and is looking forward to this becoming a reality. 

Currently, our vessels calling at the Port are light loaded because of existing 
depth limitations. These vessels could be loaded with additional containers, 
if the approach between the channel and the wharf is dredged to the same 
depth as the channel. The channel will potentially be deepened to 50 feet in 
the near future. We also have numerous vessels within our fleet with the 
capability of being loaded to a 50-foot draft. We will be unable take 
advantage of a deepened channel and the benefits and cost-savings it will 
afford if the area between the channel and the berths is dredged to the same 
depth. 

Hapag-Lioyd wholeheartedly supports the Port's request. We strongly 
encourage the Corps to implement dredging of the New Orleans harbor and 
berth approaches. 

Mark mgley 
Hapag-Lioyd (America) LLC. 
Port Manager- USMSY 

iiapag-Uoyd (America)fnc. 
Area Gulf Pacific 
11410 Greens Cro,ssing Blvd., 
Suite400 
Houston, TX 77067 
Phone +1 (866) 8811374 
Fax +1 (281) 885 7033 
www.hapag-lloyd;com 
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Honeywell letter of support.pdf
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ILA 3000 letter of support.pdf
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General Longshore Workers
International Longshoremen's Association

Local No. 3000
P. O. Box 52766 • New Orleans, Louisiana 70152 • Office: 504-897-6203

Affiliated with AFL-CIO - Affiliated with Trades and Labor Congress of Canada

REG. U. S. PATENT OFFICE

September 18, 2015

TO: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

RE: Mississippi River Ship Channel
Gulf to Baton Rouge, Louisiana
New Orleans Harbor and Berth Approach Deepening

The Port of New Orleans is requesting a modification to the federally authorized project (Mississippi
River Ship Channel-Gulf to Baton Rouge, Louisiana) for the Corps to deepen the approaches and harbor
to provide access to the Port's container terminals at the same depth as the River channel. The channel
will potentially be deepened to 50 feet in the near future. The International Longshoremen's Association
Local 3000 (ILA) provides the labor for the Port's container terminal operations. The cost-savings and
improvements to overall terminal efficiency associated with the Port's proposed project modification will
provide significant opportunities for growth and increased employment. Currently, container vessels
calling at the POIi are light loaded because of existing depth limitations. These vessels could be loaded
with additional containers, if the approach between the channel and the wharf is dredged to the same
depth as the channel. Notably, for every additional foot of draft provided, a container vessel will be able
to accommodate 120 more containers. Deepening of the ship channel, harbor and berth approach will
enhance the competitiveness Port's container terminals and, ultimately, enable the Port to attract
additional container services which, in turn, will greatly benefit Port users, the maritime industry and the
ILA.

The ILA would definitely benefit from the availability of deeper depths in the Port of New Orleans'
harbor and approaches to its container berths, and wholeheartedly supports the Port's request. We
strongly encourage the Corps to implement dredging of the New Orleans harbor and berth approaches to
coincide with the current Mississippi River channel depth and any deepening that may occur.

(j5;;)~
David Magee Sr.
President ILA Local 3000

(
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Kearney letter of support.pdf
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LMTA Letter of Support.pdf
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MSC letter of support.pdf
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NOPB letter of support.pdf
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NOT letter of support.pdf

1ddc15bc-0070-48ec-b6e3-978f149f6d7c 2





Additional Proposal Information

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)

1ddc15bc-0070-48ec-b6e3-978f149f6d7c 1



Ports America letter of support.pdf
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September 21 , 2015 

TO: U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers 

RE: Mississippi River Ship Channel 
Gulf to Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
New Orleans Harbor and Berth Approach Deepening 

The Port of New Orleans is requesting a modification to the federally authorized project 
(Mississippi River Ship Channel-Gulf to Baton Rouge, Louisiana) for the Corps to 
deepen the approaches and harbor to provide access to the· Port's container terminals at 
the same depth as the River channeL The channel will potentially be deepened to 50 feet 
in the near future. As a container terminal operator at the Port of New Orleans, Ports 
America is very concerned about the cost and efficiency of the container operations at our 
terminaL Currently, container vessels calling at the Port are light loaded because of 
existing depth limitations. These vessels could be loaded with additional containers, if the 
approach between the channel and the wharf is dredged to the same depth as the channeL 
Notably, for every additional foot of draft provided, a container vessel will be able to 
accommodate 120 more containers. Deepening of the ship channel, harbor and berth 
approach will enhance the overall efficiency and competitiveness of the Port' s container 
terminals and, ultimately, enable the Port to attract additional container services to the 
benefit of Port users and the maritime industry. 

Ports America would clearly benefit from the availability of deeper depths in the Port of 
New Orleans' harbor and approaches to its container berths, and wholeheartedly supports 
the Port's request. We strongly encourage the Corps to implement dredging of the New 
Orleans harbor and berth approaches to coincide with the current Mississippi River 
channel depth and any deepening that may occur. 

Sincerely, 

1114-~ 
Matt Gabbett . 
General Manager 
Ports America Stevedoring 
New Orleans, LA 
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Shintech letter of support.pdf
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TCI letter of support.pdf
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WRRDA7001 Proposal Drawing - Port NOLA.pdf
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