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Finally, in addition to the considerations above, refinements to the Civil Works Review 
Policy must be developed to reflect the emphases within other sections of WRDA 2007 
as well as all other pertinent statutes and Administration priorities. Within WRDA 2007, 
for example, sections 2031,2032,2033 and 2035 all emphasize public safety, while 
section 2033 establishes a benchmark goal for significantly shorter study timeframes. 
In balancing all of these requirements and strategic directives, the Corps will continue to 
improve its review processes to provide procedures for en$uring the quality and 
credibility of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers decision, implementation, and operations 
and maintenance documents and work products. 

RECOMMENDATION 3: To better reflect section 2034 and provide more effective 
stewardship of public resources and ensure efficient and effective operations, the Corps 
should develop a documented process to ensure that contractors are independent and 
free from conflicts of interest on a project specific basis. 

DOD RESPONSE: CONCUR. The Corps will develop and implement a more 
transparent and better documented process for ensuring that contractors are 
independent and free from conflicts of interest on a project specific basis. Our current 
process already has many safeguards in place, but we will institute an additional 
process for obtaining information from contractors on a project specific basis, and for 
reporting that information in project documentation. We will base the approach on the 
protocols that OMS and the National Academies of Science have established for 
addressing independence and conflict of interest for individual panelists. 
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