
SKOKOMISH	RIVER	BASIN,	WASHINGTON	‐	ECOSYSTEM	RESTORATION	

INTEGRATED	FEASIBILITY	REPORT	/		
ENVIRONMENTAL	IMPACT	STATEMENT	

PROJECT	OVERVIEW	
 

 The	Skokomish	River	Basin	is	located	on	the	Olympic	
Peninsula	in	northwestern	Washington	State.		

	
 The	Skokomish	River	is	the	largest	source	of									
freshwater	to	Hood	Canal,	a	natural	fjord‐like	arm	of	
the	Puget	Sound	and	water	of	national	significance.		

	
 Alteration	of	the	river	environment	and	encroach‐
ment	on	the	floodplain	by	human‐made	structures	
have	degraded	and	continue	to	affect	natural											
ecosystem	structures,	functions,	and	processes						
necessary	to	support	critical	fish	and	wildlife	habitat	
throughout	the	study	area.		

	
 Historically,	the	Skokomish	River	system	produced	
the	largest	runs	of	salmon	and	steelhead	in	Hood				
Canal.	

	
 Four	anadromous	fish	species	(Chinook	salmon,	
chum	salmon,	steelhead,	and	bull	trout)	that	use	the	
river	as	their	primary	habitat	are	listed	under	the			
Endangered	Species	Act	(ESA)	and	have	experienced	
population	declines.		

 All	alternatives	formulated	to	restore	year‐round	fish				
passage	

 Ecosystem	outputs	model	approved	for	one‐time	use	
 Cost	Effectiveness	/	Incremental	Cost	Analysis	results:	
	 705	plans	generated	
	 60	cost	effective	plans	
	 9	best	buy	plans	

NON‐FEDERAL	SPONSORS:	Skokomish	Indian	Tribe	&	Mason	County	

U.S.	ARMY	CORPS	OF	ENGINEERS,	SEATTLE	DISTRICT	

EXISTING	CONDITIONS	‐	NEED	FOR	FEDERAL	ACTION	

Summer	low‐flow	reach;																																																
fish	migration	blocked	

Aggradation	reduces	channel	capacity;			
fish	stranding	during	modest	flow	events	

	 Lack	of	pools	throughout	system;							
	 poor	habitat	quality	&	complexity	

EVALUATION	OF	ALTERNATIVES	



The	recommended	plan	includes	a	levee	removal,	a	side	channel	reconnection,	placement	of	large	woody	debris,	and	wetland	restoration	at	two	sites.	
	

The	recommended	plan…	
 ...fully	restores	a	critical,	direct	physical	connection	of	existing	habitat	areas	(restoration	of	year‐round	flow	near	the	confluence	of	the	North	&	South	Fork	Skokomish	River).		
 ...directly	restores	habitat	for	federally	listed	salmonid	species	including	Chinook	salmon,	chum	salmon,	steelhead,	and	bull	trout.	
 ...restores	nationally	scarce	habitats	including	those	described	in	the	U.S.	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service’s	Biological	Sampling	in	the	Skokomish	River	Basin	report.	
	
The	overall	cumulative	effects	of	the	recommended	plan	would	be	synergistic	benefits	to	all	aquatic	species	through	process‐based	restoration	in	the	lower	Skokomish	River.		
Strong	agency,	stakeholder,	and	local	support;	Recommended	plan	is	integral	to	basin‐wide	restoration	actions	taken	by	others.	

SKOKOMISH	RIVER	BASIN,	WASHINGTON				—			RECOMMENDED	PLAN	

Cost		
(Oct	2014	Price	Level)	

	
FIRST	COST:		$19.3	million	
	
Federal	Share:	$12.5	million	
Non‐Federal	Share:	$6.8	million	
	
LERRDs:	9%	of	total	project	cost	
	
Fully	Funded	Cost:	$21.7	million	
 
Sponsors	have	financial													
resources	&	commitment	for	im‐
plementation	




