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September 4, 2012 

Mr. Theodore A. Brown, P.E. 
Chief, Planning and Policy Division 
Directorate of Civil Works 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
441 G Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20314-1000 

RE: 	Notice: Mississippi River Gulf Outlet Ecosystem Restoration Plan (FEIS) 
Applicant: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-Civil Works 
Notice Date: July 27, 2012 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

The professional staff of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) has reviewed the above 
referenced report on the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet Ecosystem Restoration Plan. Based upon this review, the 
following has been determined: 

Borrow Sites: 
We understand the economic and logistical constraints due to the amount of marsh creation and 
borrow usage, but in the sediment starved systems such as Lake Borgne external borrow sources 
are preferred. We would like the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to continue to 
investigate all possible alternatives that may be more economically feasible with new advances in 
technology as the restoration progresses. Economically viable external sources of dredge 
material are preferred over the present proposed borrow plan. 

We understand the geographic and logistical constraints placed on borrow sites but would suggest 

restricting borrow to not more than 15 feet below the existing mud line. However, the proposed 
pilot studies on the first borrow pits and the proposed monitoring may show that deeper borrow 
pits may not pose a significant hypoxia threat. 

We would also like a buffer of at least 500ft to be placed around existing hard bottom and oyster 
leases to offset impacts and to allow oysters resources to supply oyster spat and provide 
ecological services for the rest of the system. Some of the borrow areas could possibly be shifted 
into the un-leased areas to provide the necessary buffer. 

Prior to initiation of construction activities that may impact oyster leases, USACE shall contact 
LDWF biologist Chris Davis (225-765-2642 or rcdavis@wlf. la.gov )  to ensure that the 
appropriate oyster lease holders have been notified and measures to minimize impacts to oyster 
reef have been taken. 
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Jim 	. Anthony 
Assistant Secretary 
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Some of the borrow sites are on the primary Public Oyster Seed Grounds which are managed by 
LDWF. All of these sites are subject to LDWF permit restrictions on any dredge work performed 
there. Please contact Christy McDonough (225-765-2386) for additional information. 

Oyster reefs: 
Created oyster reefs proposed in this project are currently located on the Public Seed Grounds; 
LDWF supports creation of these structures in the Seed Grounds provided they are placed 
appropriately. Please coordinate with Patrick Banks-LDWF Oyster Program Manager (225-765-
2370) for placement of reef material on the seed grounds. 

Shoreline protection features: 
All shoreline protection features shall include fish dips to allow marsh access. Please consult 
with LWDF and resource agencies to determine the number and location of fish dips during the 
Coastal Use Permit process. LDWF prefers implementing more natural shoreline protection 
structures including shell material. Material with a large surface area provides more habitat than 
vertical walls. Use of sheet piles should be restricted to those places where no other material will 
work. 

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries submits these recommendations to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers in accordance with provisions of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.). 
Please do not hesitate to contact Fishery Habitat Section biologist Robert Bourgeois at 225-765-0765 should you 
need further assistance. 

rb/cd 













From: Matusiak, Mark HQ02
To: Marlowe, Beth A HQ02
Subject: FYI on MRGO (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Friday, August 31, 2012 11:27:02 AM

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

I got a call from the USFWS field office in Mississippi saying the they would have no comments to
submit on the MRGO  S & A. 

Mark Matusiak
Office of Water Project Review
Planning and Policy Division
HQUSACE
Mark.Matusiak@usace.army.mil
(202) 761-4700

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=HQ ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=S0CWPMM9
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMEHCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHEB ES SEBVICE

Southeast Reeional Offi ce

263 13"' Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

August 15, 2012 F/SER46/RHjk
225/389-0508

Mr. Theodore A. Brom, P.E.
Headquarters
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
CECW-P (SA)

7701 Telegraph Road
Alexandria, Virginia 223 1, 5 -38 60

Dear Mr. Brown:

NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service fNMFS) has received the Final Environmental
Impact Statement (FEIS), the Final Feasibility Report, and the proposed Chief of Engineers
Report for the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet (MRGO) Ecosystem Restoration Plan. The FEIS
evaluates environmental impacts associated with the implementation of a number of restoration
measures to remediate environmental damage caused by the construction of the Mississippi
River-Gulf Outlet (MRGO) in Louisiana. As described in the FEIS, the Tentatively Selected
Plan (TSP) includes dredging and fill replacement to restore more than 57,000 acres of wetlands
in existing open water areas. The TSP also includes 71 miles of shoreline protection and
implementation of a fresh water diversion near Violet, Louisiana. The Chief of Engineers Reporl
recommends no future action be taken on this proiect due to the iack of a willine non-federal
sponsor.

By letter dated February 11, 2011, NMFS provided comments on the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement. Included in that letter were five essential fish habitat (EFH) Conservation
Recommendations in pafiial fulfillment of our coordination responsibilities under the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act, P.L 104-297)- To
summarize, those EFH Conserwation Recommendations requested: 1) specific details for each
restoration feature be provided to NMFS for review and comment during the preliminary
engineering and design (PED) stage; 2) borrow pits be limited in depth unless adaptive
management indicate deepor pits would have little impact on water quality; 3) the monitoring
and adaptive management plan include monitoring of benthic communities and dissolved oxygen
leveis within boffow areas in Lake Borgne; 4) retention dikes constructed for marsh creation be
gapped or degraded within three years of construction; and 5) shoreline protection features
include 25-ft wide gaps to provide for fisheries ingress and egress every 1,000 linear feet.

A March 20,2012,letter from Ms. Joan Exnicios (CEM\DI) provided a response to those five
EFH Conservation Recommendations and described how each had been addressed. To
summarize that response: 1) CEMVN would provide NMFS detailed design documents during
the PED stage;2) three bonow pits would be constructed in Lake Borgne with different designs



and adaptive management would be used to would to determine future bonow pit design; 3) pre-
and post-construction water quality monitoring, based on United States Geological Survey
guidelines, would be undertaken at seven locations in and adjacent to Lake Borgne for a period
of 10 years; 4) CEM\'I.J agreed to breach and degrade retention dikes within three years oftheir
use; and 5) CEM\4{ agreed to include 25-ft wide gaps in shoreline protection features every
1,000 linear feet. Based on that response, and revisions made to appropriate sections of the FEIS
to include these commitrnents, NMFS has determined our concems regarding potential project
impacts to EFH and associated marine fishery resources have been adequately addressed. This
satisfies the consultation procedures outlined in 50 CFR Section 600.920, the regulation to
implement the EFH provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

We appreciate your efforts to cooperatively address our concems and recommendations on this
large ecosystem restoration project. We look forward to coordinating further with CEMVN in
the future if additional planning and evaluation activities are proposed.

Sincerely,

Virginia M. Fay
Assistant Regional Admini strator
Habitat Conservation Division

c:

CEM\,N, Exnicios
EPA, Dallas, Keeler
FWS, Lafayette, Walther
LA DNR, Consistency, Lovell
F/SER46, Swafford
F/SER4, Rolfes, Dale
Files



From: Bee, Patricia L HQ02
To: Matusiak, Mark HQ02
Cc: Marlowe, Beth A HQ02
Subject: FW: Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Thursday, September 06, 2012 12:16:40 PM

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Response from NOAA.

-----Original Message-----
From: Adam Brame [mailto:adam.brame@noaa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Bee, Patricia L HQ02
Subject: Mississippi River Gulf Outlet

Ms. Bee,
This is in response to an email you sent to David Bernhart.  I briefly reviewed the final EIS for the
subject project and have no comments to add beyond what was written in our ESA Section 7 biological
opinion that was issued to the USACE on May 4, 2012.
Best regards,
Adam

--

Adam Brame
National Marine Fisheries Service
NOAA Southeast Regional Office
Protected Resources Division
263 13th Ave. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
ph: (727) 209-5958
fax: (727) 824-5309

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=HQ ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=PATRICIA.L.BEE
mailto:Mark.Matusiak@usace.army.mil
mailto:Beth.A.Marlowe@usace.army.mil
mailto:adam.brame@noaa.gov


From: Bee, Patricia L HQ02
To: Matusiak, Mark HQ02
Cc: Marlowe, Beth A HQ02
Subject: FW: Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 5:16:37 PM

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Response from USCG.

-----Original Message-----
From: Brandon.J.Sullivan@uscg.mil [mailto:Brandon.J.Sullivan@uscg.mil]
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 1:25 PM
To: Bee, Patricia L HQ02; Wendt, Timothy CDR
Subject: RE: Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (UNCLASSIFIED)

I did review and had not additional input.

Thanks,

Sully

LCDR Brandon J. Sullivan (Sully)
Waterways Division Chief
Sector New Orleans
200 Hendee ST
New Orleans, LA 70114

(W) 504-365-2281
(F) 504-365-2287

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=HQ ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=PATRICIA.L.BEE
mailto:Mark.Matusiak@usace.army.mil
mailto:Beth.A.Marlowe@usace.army.mil
mailto:Brandon.J.Sullivan@uscg.mil










From: Bee, Patricia L HQ02
To: Matusiak, Mark HQ02
Cc: Marlowe, Beth A HQ02
Subject: FW: Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Thursday, September 06, 2012 8:38:33 AM

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mark- Response from NRCS.

-----Original Message-----
From: Guillory, Charles - NRCS, Alexandria, LA [mailto:charles.guillory@la.usda.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:08 PM
To: Bee, Patricia L HQ02
Cc: Lindsey, Michael - NRCS, Alexandria, LA
Subject: RE: Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (UNCLASSIFIED)

Trish,

We do not have any additional comments or recommendations to add to the report.  The report
addresses all the resource concerns.

Charles Guillory
State Soils Scientist
USDA - NRCS
3737 Government Street
Alexandria, Louisiana 71302
Office:  318-473-7789

Cell:  318-880-7407

email: charles.guillory@la.usda.gov <mailto:charles.guillory@la.usda.gov>

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE
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