
 

 

        Oct 15, 2007 
 
 

Honorable John Paul Woodley 
Assistant Secretary of the Army 
U.S. Department of the Army 
Office of the Assistant Secretary Civil Works 
108 Army Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310-0108 
 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the Chief of Engineers 
Proposed Report on the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, Central and Southern 
Florida Project, Caloosahatchee River (C-43) West Basin Storage Reservoir, Final Project 
Implementation Report, Hendry County, FL (Chief’s Report).  The Department of the Interior 
(Department) provided funds for the purchase of lands utilized in this project. 
 
The Department supports the Chief’s Report on the recommended plan for the Caloosahatchee 
River (C-43) West Basin Storage Reservoir Project, as described in the Central and Southern 
Florida Project Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan Caloosahatchee River (C-43) West 
Basin Storage Reservoir Project Final Integrated Project Implementation Report and Final 
Environmental Impact Statement, September 2007. 
 
The Caloosahatchee River and Estuary is at the head of a vast estuarine and marine ecosystem 
that includes aquatic preserves managed by the state of Florida, the federally designated 
Charlotte Harbor National Estuary and the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge. 
Currently, there is not enough storage capacity in the regional water management system to 
minimize or prevent the harmful periodic excessive discharges of freshwater to the 
Caloosahatchee Estuary.  Conversely, during dry periods, there are many times when there is not 
enough freshwater available in the regional system to maintain desirable salinity levels in the 
estuary.  The combined result of too much or too little freshwater flowing to the Caloosahatchee 
Estuary is a degraded estuarine ecological community.  Restoration of a healthy and productive 
aquatic ecosystem in the Caloosahatchee River is essential to maintaining the ecological integrity 
in these publicly owned and managed areas.  The recommended plan provides benefits by 
reducing harmful discharges to the Caloosahatchee Estuary by capturing a portion of damaging 
high flows in the Caloosahatchee River, storing the water until needed in a reservoir and 
discharging the stored water to supplement inadequate flows to the Caloosahatchee Estuary 
during the dry season. 



 

 

 
 

The portion of the Everglades ecosystem directly affected by the Caloosahatchee River (C-43) 
West Basin Reservoir, including the project site, the Caloosahatchee River and Estuary and the 
lower West Caloosahatchee River Basin, provides habitat for 21 federally listed endangered or 
threatened species, including the endangered Florida panther, Everglades snail kite, wood stork, 
manatee, eastern indigo snake, and Audubon’s crested caracara.  The Department is pleased that 
there will be monitoring of project effects on the endangered eastern indigo snake and 
Audubon’s crested caracara.  The Department looks forward to working with you to monitor the 
effects of reservoir operations on endangered species, such as the Florida panther, and to manage 
adaptively to maximize benefits on all fish and wildlife resources. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
   Terrence C. Salt 

Director of Everglades Restoration Initiatives 
 
 









From: Mark Sramek [mailto:Mark.Sramek@noaa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2007 12:54 PM 
To: CRWBSRComments 
Cc: Robbins, Erica A SAJ; HCD Panama City 
Subject: Caloosahatchee (C-43) West Basin Storage Reservoir Final 
PIR/EIS 
 
NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Region, Habitat 
Conservation Division, has reviewed the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Jacksonville District's Central and Southern Florida Project 
Caloosahatchee River (C-43) West Basin Storage Reservoir Project, Final 
Integrated Project Implementation Report and Final Environmental Impact 
Statement, dated September 2007.  We anticipate that any adverse 
effects that might occur on marine and anadromous fishery resources 
would be minimal.  Thank you for you effort to comply with the EFH 
provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
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From: Moore, Rosalind - Gainesville, FL 
[mailto:Rosalind.Moore@fl.usda.gov] 
Sent: Monday, October 29, 2007 11:43 AM 
To: Bee, Patricia L HQ02 
Subject: Caloosahatchie CERP EIS 
 
Trish,  
 
Received your phone message regarding this EIS, mailed Sept. 18th.  We 
have no comments.  Thank you for following up on this with us. 
 
Rosalind Moore 
Wetland Conservation Program Manager 
Environmental Compliance Specialist 
USDA NRCS Florida 
352-338-9582  
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From: Joseph.B.Embres@uscg.mil [mailto:Joseph.B.Embres@uscg.mil] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2007 2:58 PM 
To: Bee, Patricia L HQ02 
Cc: Ketchum, Jennifer 
Subject: COMPREHENSIVE EVERGLADES RESTORATION PLAN,CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN 
FLORIDA, CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER (C-43) WEST BASIN STORAGE RESERVOIR 
PROJECT, HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 
Upon review of the subject plan it has been determined that the project 
does not impact navigational operations or pose any marine safety 
issues in that area. 
 
Joseph B. Embres 
Section Chief 
Waterways Management Branch 
Seventh Coast Guard District 
 
 

mailto:Joseph.B.Embres@uscg.mil


From: Beck, Charles [mailto:charles.beck@dhs.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2007 4:28 PM 
To: Bee, Patricia L HQ02 
Cc: Straw, William; Madson, Stephanie 
Subject: RE: CERP, Lake Caloosahatchee, West Basin Reservoir 
 
Ms. Bee: 
 
Please forgive me for the delay in getting back to you on this.  I have 
been snowed under. 
 
Thank you for sending us copies of the final EIS on the West Basin 
Storage Reservoir portion of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
Plan.  Several of us looked through it.  We were most interested in the 
hydraulics and hydrology and in potential effects on flooding.  You 
seem to have anticipated and resolved our concerns.  We were impressed 
by the level of effort but we found nothing we need to comment on and 
nothing we object to. 
 
Nor do we have any comment on the Chief of Engineers' report. 
 
Once again, thank you for keeping us in the loop. 
 
Charles Beck 
Environmental Specialist 
FEMA, Region IV 
770-220-5334 
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