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Lt.Col. Damon Delarosa,
Walla Walla District Commander

It is with pride and a profound sense of appreciation that I submit the Walla Walla District’s 
Community Relations Program for your consideration as USACE’s finest. The District’s 
staff performed hundreds of hours of community relations activities ranging from speeches, 
to public meetings, from performances to presentations. The year contained outstanding 
accomplishments by our staff regarding partner, customer and stakeholder events including 
Industry Day, STEM-related activities and effective recreational and natural resources 
management interfaces. I’m very proud to serve with such dedicated public servants who put 
community and the public’s interest first.

Significant Contributors
1. Jennifer Allen
 Public Affairs Specialist

2. Joyce Dunning
 Chief of Natural Resources Mgt

3. Brandon Hobbs
 Boise Outreach Office

4. Brigida Sanchez
 Public Affairs Specialist

5. Capt. Brent Vance
 STEM Coordinator

     The NWW PA and staff operated and managed an outstanding Community 
Relations Program in 2017.  Public participation efforts resulted in contact with 
more than 40,000 people at public meetings, career and county fairs and Natural 
Resource managed events to include facility tours, youth and civic programs. 
     Science, Technology, Engineering and Math activities included on-campus 
recruitments and participation in job fairs and successful Engineering Week events 
in which students participated in constructing bridg-building contests. 
     Monthly engagements and presentations with local and regional partners and 
stakeholders, county commissioners and city councils were a staple of the program 
in 2017. Overall, PA staff directed a superb community relations program in 2017.   

           Joseph B. Saxon
        Walla Walla District Public Affairs Chief

Program Summary – The Walla Walla District operated one 
of the Corps’ finest Community Relations programs in 2017.     
     We focused on strategic engagements with industry like 
our Nav Lock outage and Industry Day to spur job growth for 
local, regional and national businesses. We worked with our 
Small Business Office to help them meet some of their goals 
by making businesses aware of how they can do business 
with the Corps. Contracting had 1,168 actions worth $110 
million in 2017. 
     Our STEM focus included college and university visits, 
recruitings and job fairs, local school visits to District dams 
and projects, and the Engineering Week bridge-building 
contests at area schools.     
     Recreational activities included about 8 million visits to 
our District parks and recreation sites. The outreach and 
social media trainings we provided to the NRM and District 
staff were one of the keys to their success in making contact 
with 38,955 people.
     The District’s other events included, but were not limited 
to: public meetings, outreach to partners and stakeholders, 
Veterans Day Parade, Memorial Day and other speeches, 
Retiree Day, holiday gift giving, the Walla Walla Fair, 
participation in Walla Walla’s Diversity Day and more. 

Planning Process - The Planning process for 2017 activities 
began in the Fall of 2016 when NWW PA staff crafted its 
annual Public Affairs Activities Plan for 2017, which outlined 

the major events we would participate in for 2017. Key 
to this schedule was our coordination with the Natural 
Resource Management staff (NRM) staff because, to our 
8 million annual visitors, park rangers are the face of the 
Corps. Part of our communications objectives was to reach 
students by covering STEM events and producing videos 
that could be uploaded to social media sites to highlight 
these events.

Budget Analysis  - NWW PA spent about 500 hours (GS-11)
on Community Relations projects in 2017.

Engineering Week Bridge Building competition at area schools.
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Jean DesJarlais, the District’s hydropower 
business line manager, and Julie Morris, a 
contract specialist, answer questions from 
Industry Day attendees.

2017 Contracting Totals
Number of Contracts
m    1,168
m Total Value of Contracts
        $110 Million

Expanding business opportunities for 
American business was one of the goals of 

Industry Day

our Community Relations program and 
Industry Day, 2017 was a big part of that 
effort. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’  
Walla Walla District hosted more than 
130 business owners during the Corps’ 
“Industry Day” on Wednesday, Oct. 18, 
at the Marcus Whitman Hotel and Con-
ference Center in Walla Walla, Washing-
ton.

The day-long event was open to 
those interested in learning about how 
to do business with the Corps, upcoming 
contract opportunities, competing for 
contracts, or showcasing capabilities. 

District personnel presented infor-
mational briefings, discussed upcoming 
contracting opportunities and processes, 
and a panel of District staff members  
involved with reviewing contract pro-
posals answered questions posed by 
attendees. 

For many small-business owners with 
little or no experience doing business 
with federal agencies, competing for 
government contracts can be a challeng-
ing process. 

“We regularly offer Industry Day 
seminars for business owners to get 
some first-hand help in learning the 
policies, processes and opportunities to 
do business with us,” said James Glynn, 

Break-out sessions focused on construction, 
environmental and service contract 
requirements.

Small Business Programs Manager for 
the Walla Walla District. 

Sandy Young, an economically disad-
vantaged, woman-owned, small-business 
owner from Eagle River, Alaska, attended 
previous Corps’ Industry Day events to 
learn how Verdis, her civil-engineering/
construction/landscape-architecture com-
pany, could compete for Corps contracts 
and network with other businesses. The 
information and networking opportunities 
with other businesses were worth the trip 
to Walla Walla, she said.

“Since last years’ event, my company 
has been able to compete for and win 
two small-business contracts with the 
Walla Walla District” said Young. “In the 
past two years, we’ve been able to land 
21 contracts with various federal agen-
cies.”  

For many attendees, Industry Day of-
fered the chance to network with other 
businesses who do work for the Corps.

That small-business to large-business 
networking can be key to successful fed-
eral contract performance. Large busi-
nesses which have capacity to perform 
complex, high-value work often sub-con-
tract with small businesses to perform 
portions of total scope of work. 

Young had some advice for small-
business owners who want to become 
more competitive for federal contracting 
opportunities.

“Get in your car or on a plane and 
attend every one of these events that 
you can with the Corps and other federal 
agencies. The networking at these events 
is invaluable,’ she said, “and sometimes 
it’s the industry contact you might least 
expect to do business with that blossoms 
into work for your company as a sub-
contractor.”

The Walla Walla District awarded 
1,168 contracts worth $110 million 
for construction projects, architect-
engineering studies, and supplies and 
services needed to operate their facilities 
in 2017. 

Execution:

  5

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers officials from Walla Walla conducted a 
14-week-long maintenance outage from Dec. 12 to March 20, 2017.

Drawing from effective communications experiences during the 
2010-2011 extended navigation lock outage, and keeping an open ear 
to the inland navigation industry, the Corps invited commercial naviga-
tion industry representatives to participate in regular communications 
about this upcoming outage and its associated major work projects.   

The extended outage was a coordinated effort between Portland 
and Walla Walla districts, as well as the commercial river users such as 
ports, towboat companies and others, with the goal of accomplishing 
prioritized critical lock repairs during a jointly scheduled time frame to 
minimize the impacts of these lock closures. 

The districts manage the locks and dams that comprise the 
359-mile-long federally authorized inland navigation channel extending 
upriver from Portland, Oregon, to Lewiston, Idaho. 

Planning milestones, contract awards, fabrication and pre-outage 
staging work occurred on schedule since the Corps officially announced 
the extended outage almost two years ago (May 2015), giving commercial 
navigation businesses and their customers maximum time to prepare for 
the locks to be out of service. 

“Aging infrastructure sometimes requires extensive non-routine re-
pairs and improvements that cannot be completed within the tradition-
al two week-long annual routine maintenance outages. Extended lock 
closures are very unusual and carefully coordinated between districts 
and commercial users to prioritize needed lock repairs and minimize 
the duration of closures,” said Hal Thomas, Walla Walla District’s naviga-
tion business line manager. 

“This work will improve the long-term functionality and safety of 
these locks as well as the overall reliability of the Columbia-Snake River 
navigation system as a whole,” he said.

Navigation Lock Outage

A. Developed and coordinated Extended Navigation Lock 
Outage Communication Plan
 1. Included plan, key messages for Little Goose work  
 schedule-delay and PAG for Ice Harbor.
B.  Stakeholder Engagements
 1.  Established FY17LockOutage email account for  
 direct-delivery written communications; NWP and  
 NWW-PA maintained address group.
 2.  Developed, hosted, and continuously updated  
 the FY17LockOutage webpage; ensured content  
 from both districts was included.
 3.  Provided direct PA support to two navigation  
 industry stakeholder meetings during FY17, 15 May  
 (NWW-NWP) and 19 Jul (IWUB)  
 4.  Reviewed stakeholder meeting presentations;  
 developed/presented sub-topic of outage   
 communications.
 5.  Included stakeholders in Feb. 2 media   
 opportunity at Ice Harbor. 
 6.  Developed/distributed 32 stakeholder email  
 updates -- including six fast-breaking schedule- 
 related issues.
 7.  Conducted 22 teleconference status briefings --  
 also open to the public and news media.
 8.  Ensured NWW-OD-T Notices To Navigation  
 Interests (NTNIs) were web-posted.
 9.  Responded to 57 stakeholder and general-public  
 queries throughout the planning and execution  
 phases of the outage.
 10.  Supported communications with CODELs, local  
 elected officials, and industry groups, and other  
 affected stakeholders.

Effective outreach keeps 
Industrial stakeholders 
abreast of key milestones
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Tribes within NWW’s AOR

Nez Perce Tribe
Umatilla Tribes (CTUIR)
Coeur d'Alene Tribe
Shoshone Bannock Tribes
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes
Yakama Tribe
Colville Tribes
Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish 
Commission

Department of Energy Secretary Rick Perry, Congressmen 
Dan Newhouse and Greg Walden visited McNary Dam.

     

Walla Walla District 2017 Tribal, Boise Outreach Office and Executive Office ENGAGEMENTS 
(not captured elsewhere in this report)

1.  Tribal Liaison
 a.  APE Technical meeting in NWW - Jan 23 w/ Consolidated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR)
 b.  ATNI meeting Jan 23-25
 c.  Workshop with Nez Perce on FCRPS 101/Dworshak Unit 4 - Jan 30
 d.  Nez Perce Tribe Columbia River Systems Operations (CRSO) meeting with NR staff, tribal members: Feb 1
 e.  USRT Cooperating Agency MOU meeting for CRSO EIS - Mar 20
 f.  ATNI - CDA Tribe visit May 23/24
 g.  Kootenai Tribe of Idaho visit - June 28
 h.  CRSO EIS Tribal Webinar July 26
 i.  Exec Level G2G meetings for CRSO EIS - Aug 30/31
 j.  CRSO EIS Exec meetings - Aug 30/31
 k.  CTUIR Clover Island Meeting - Sep 6th
 l.  CTUIR meeting - Sep 7th
 m.  Annual ATNI Meeting in Spokane - Sep 18-21
 n.  Kennewick Man Staff Call - Oct 13
 o.  CRSO NEPA Policy meeting w/USRT - Nov 7
 p.  Kennewick Man G2G - Nov 28
 q.  G2G Meetings with Umatilla - Nov 29
 r.  Nez Perce G2G - Dec 6
 s.  CTUIR G2G - Dec 7
 t.  CRSO Tribal Webinar - Dec 7
 u. CRSO Public Meeting - Dec 7

2.  Boise Outreach Office
 a.  Canyon County Resilience Meeting - 29 Nov
 b.  Ada County Resilience Meeting - 30 Nov
 c.  Idaho Silver Jackets Administrators' Meeting on Nov 2.  LTC Delarosa attending. 
 d.  Idaho Fall Water Supply Outlook Meeting Nov 2.  LTC Delarosa, opening remarks.
 e.  Brandon Hobbs briefed Boise River ops at Northwest Regional Floodplain Management Association (NORFMA) Conference   
 f.  IWRB Informational Working Session - 13 Sept
 g.  Idaho Flood Awareness Week 30-31 March: Idaho Silver Jackets co-hosting Idaho NORFMA Mini-Conference in    
 Boise; USACE briefs: Regulatory 101, Wildfire Response, Corps Environmental authorities.
 h.  FEMA Maps - Boise River Mapping Public Meetings 
  i. 31 Jan - Canyon County
  ii.  1 Feb - Ada County - Boise Location 
  iii.  2 Feb - Ada County – Meridian 
 i.  Boise GI - IWRB Meeting 23-24 January in Boise

3.  Executive Office
 a.  Executive Alliance (Lt.Col Delarosa meets with local Walla Walla WA leaders) – 12 times per year
 b.  TriCities Rivershore Enhancement Committee (TREC) Lt.Col Delarosa and key staff meet with local elected 
 public officials, mayors, County Commissioners in TriCities – Pasco, Kennewick, Richland WA – 12 times per year
 c.  LaGrande/Boise Visit 16-18 May with CODELs and Tribes
 d.  Snake River Board + WA State Legislators 19 May
 e.  Asotin Mayor - 24 May
 f.  SAME - Bellevue WA - 20 June
 g.  N. Idaho (Sandpoint, Kootenai) visit 27-28 June
 h.  Inland Waterways Users Board Portland 18-20 July
 i.  Cathy McMorris Rogers at Little Goose Dam
 j.  Jo Eckert (Murray) at Mill Creek
 k.  Senator Crapo at Dworshak Fish Hatchery – 30 Aug
 l.  Sen Crapo at Lower Granite - 31 Aug
 m.  N. Idaho CODEL meeting mid- 26 Sep
 n.  LTC Delarosa @ PNWA 17 Oct
 o.  Boise visit - 2 Nov
 p.  Lt.Col Delarosa DC Congressional Visits 7-8 Nov

 
 

 

One of the keys to manag-
ing our Community Relations 
program was the External Com-
munications Synchronization 
Committee.

This group focuses on 
upcoming public engagements 
and key message coordination. 
They also review the District’s 20 
highest priority “hot” or contro-
versial projects and those most 
likely to negatively impact the 
public.

Its membership includes the 
Commander, Deputy Command-
er, Deputy for Planning and 
Project Management, Executive 
Assistant, Tribal Liaison, and 
chiefs of Public Affairs, Opera-
tions, Engineering and Construc-
tion, Regulatory, Readiness, 
Planning, Office of Counsel and 
the Boise Outreach Office.

The External Communica-
tions Synchronization Meeting 
is held monthly and during 
the 90 minute meeting team 
members synchronize external 
communications by coordinat-
ing staff efforts to inform the 
public, elected officials, tribes, 
governments and agencies, non-
governmental organizations, and 
other external stakeholders.  

Lead Offices - Public Affairs, 
Tribal Liaison, Boise Outreach 
Office and the Exec Office brief 
their upcoming public engage-
ments for the next 30, 60, and 
90 days. 

Afterwards, the commit-
tee reviews the Top 20 highest 
priority, or hot issues or those 
that are most likely to involve 
controversial issues. 

We review the issue, sum-
mary and update, key mes-
sages, communications plan as it 
applies to media, Congress and 
public officials, impacts to non-
governmental organizations, 
how it aligns vertically, key dates 
we need to be aware of and its 
current status.

“Using a systems approach to facilitate public engagements and Community Relations” 

   Key Offices brief upcoming public engagements for  the next  30-60-90  Days

     Public Affairs

     Boise Outreach Office

     Tribal Liaison

     Executive Office

________________________________________________________________________________

  Committee Reviews Top 20 Priority Projects/Hot Issues

 1. Issue
 2. Summary & Update
 3. Key Messages
 4. Communications Plan
  a. Media
  b. CODEL, OGA,NGO
  c. Tribal
 5. Vertical Alignment
 6. Key Dates
 7. Issue Status - active

External Communications Synchronization

Members of the Walla Walla District External Communications Synchronization Committee 
include the Commander, Deputy Commander, Deputy for Planning and Project Management, 
Executive Assistant, Tribal Liaison, and chiefs of Public Affairs, Operations, Engineering and Con-
struction, Regulatory, Readiness, Planning, Office of Counsel and the Boise Outreach Office.
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Outreach to partners and stakeholders
The Corps conducted public 
scoping meetings March 22-23 
in Clarkston and Pullman to sup-
port the Master Plan revision 
and Environmental Assessment. 
The Corps invited comments 
from the public regarding man-
agement of natural resources 
and recreational opportunities.

Dwayne Weston 
briefs local Walla 
Walla officials on the 
District’s dam safety 
activities. District 
officials focus on 
keeping the public 
officials and local 
communities abreast 
of these issues. 

Public Meetings

Donna Street, Walla 
Walla District chief 
of Engineering and 
District Commander 
Lt.Col.Damon 
Delarosa familiarize 
members of the 
Tri-Cities Rivershore 
Enhancement Council 
with levee safety 
issues on 16 Aug. one 
of our 12 monthly 
TREC engagements.

TREC Dam & Levee Safety

Clover Island Open House 
Clover Island is the site of an ecosystem resto-
ration project near Kennewick, WA.
The Coast Guard base in Tri-Cities hosted their 
seventh annual open house there, on April 
29, 2017. The Open House gave boaters and 
families a chance to learn more about what the 
Coast Guard and the Army Corps of Engineers 
does on the water ways of the Columbia River. 

Career Fairs

Veteran’s support 

Walla Walla Fair
Each year about 90,000 people 
attend the Walla Walla Fair with 
about 2,000 stopping at the Walla 
Walla District’s booth. Staff and 
volunteers from across the Walla 
Walla District operated the District’s 
booth whereby fairgoers stopped 
by and received information on our 
recreational activities and flood risk 
management activities. Also at the 
booth were water safety games and 
displays for kids of all ages to enjoy. 

EEO Manager Andrew Dankle-Ybanez mixes 
with some of the 230 veteran attendees and 50 
venders at the Veteran’s Affairs Stand Down.  
While the Stand Down only happens once a 
year, this event connects veterans with services 
and connect with other veterans. 

Christopher Russell, Walla Walla District’s train-
ing manager, speaks to a group of engineering 
students at Walla Walla Community College 
about engineering and apprenticeship programs 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Giving 
these students information is only part of the 
outreach effort. Russell also performs mock in-
terviews to get the student more at ease talking 
about themselves and their abilities.  

Lt. Col. Damon Delarosa, Bob Bonstad, 
Mark Summers, Jim Cain, Curt Lindberg, 
Nick Moromarco and Ed Kim were some 
of the participants at the annual Retiree 
Day, whereby retirees received briefings 
and updates on key District projects and 
activities.

Retiree Day

Veteran’s Day Parade 

The Walla Walla District’s contingent in 
participated in the City’s annual Veterans Day 
parade Nov. 11. 
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Communicating with partners and stakeholders 
was critical during the 2017 Boise flood fight 
which lasted 100+ days.

Boise flood fight!

Above: 325-percent of normal inflows into 
the reservoirs at Lucky Peak, Arrowrock and 
Anderson Ranch dams. 

Right: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
constructed a nearly mile-long HESCO Barrier 
that was used as a temporary levee to protect 
homes and prevent a pit capture at the Sunroc 
gravel pit on Eagle Island near Boise, Idaho.

Lt. Col. Damon Delarosa, Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Walla 
Walla District, briefed Idaho Governor Butch Otter, Eagle Island Mayor, Ada 
County Commissioners and about 50 partners and stakeholder in Boise, Idaho on 
April 19, 2017 on how the Army Corps of Engineers helped prevent flooding in in 
Boise. Corps officials had multiple engagements with public officials, and state, 
county and local agencies throughout the 100+ day flood fight.

NWW PA produced two videos on “How we manage 
river flows throughout the Boise system” and  a wrap-
up video on “How the Corps managed Boise River flood 
waters in 2017.”

A. Dam Safety Meetings  
 i.  Mill Creek Storage DSAC reclassification - 28   
 March briefing by Chief of Engineering & Construction  
 Donna Street included Walla Walla  County, City of WW, City  
 of College Place officials.
 ii.  McNary Levee System, Ice Harbor, LoMo DSAC   
 reclassifications - 20 March TREC meeting briefing by  
 Donna Street and Rodney Huffman.
 iii.  Clearwater County Commission - 27 Feb briefing   
 by Donna Street, Steve Wyrembelski, Steve Hall, Greg  
 Parker, Paul Pence. 
  (1) 27 Feb media opportunity with Donna Street,  
  Steve Wyrembelski, Steve Hall and reporters: Eric  
  Barker,  Lewiston Tribune; Nancy Butler, Window  
  on the Clearwater; Elizabeth Morgan, Clearwater  
  Tribune; John Thomas, KLRC.
 
B.  Levee Safety public meetings
 i.  West Richland Levee System – 16 Aug.
 ii. Walla Walla – Dwayne Weston briefed local   
 officials

C. Responded to 1,383 public queries in 2017

Public Meetings/Outreach/NRM Public Contacts
D.  Engagements/Speeches/Presentations
 i.  DOE Sec. Perry, Cong Walden and Cong Newhouse visited  
 McNary Dam, 14 Aug. 
 ii.  Cong. McMorris-Rogers dam visit 
 iii.  Eagle Island Mayor Cmdr met with ref Boise flooding  
 issues.
 iv.  Industry Day - 18 Oct
 v.  Tri-Cities Sportsman Show – 20-22 Jan
 vi.  Veterans Day Parade - 11 Nov
 vii.  Dworshak Dam leadership attend monthly meetings  
 with local public officials.
 viii.  PA conducted speech with Lewiston and Clarkston  
 Chamber of Commerce – 18 July.
 ix. Cmdr’s Memorial Day speech 
 x.  Corps Easter Egg Hunt – April, 2017
 xi. Earth Day Events- 22 April 
 xii. Roster Tail display at Lucky Peak – 22-23 April
 xiii.  Water Shed Field Days – 24-26 April
 xiv.  Columbia Park, Salmon Summit – 25-26 April
 xv.  Clover Island/ Coast Guard Open house- 29 April 
 xvi.  International Boating and Water Safety Summit 23-26  
 April

Project     Tours        Water Safety onsite/ offsite Corps Mission onsite/  offsite Cultural onsite / offsite

Dworshak   1489  152   /   1123   4277 / 2258   3569 
Ice Harbor   1208  73   
Lower Granite   3737   45  
McNary     2134    2336   100  /  65    204
Mill Creek   10  2200    
Little Goose     105  120                200  
Lucky Peak   40  160  / 300  

Totals   8,723  2,705 / 3,804   4,377 / 2,523   3,569 / 204
   Mill Creek 995 + Dworshak 11,200 + 855 = 38,955 people.

These On-Site Interpretive Contacts include guided walks, campfire programs, programs on outgrants conducted by 
Corps employees, facility tours, talks, roving interpretation, living history, public meetings that include a substantial 
interpretative message and individual contacts.

These Off-Site Interpretive Contacts include school programs, youth and civic groups programs, career days, and 
cooperating associating programs occurring at a location off the project.

Dworshak staff attend the Big Horn Outdoor Show in Spokane, a 4 day event in March where they had contact with 
11,200 people (off-site), (+ 855 on-site Environmental). 
  
Mill Creek partners with the Walla Walla  Community College over the Memorial Day weekend for the Make a 
Splash/ Return to the River events in which 475 + 520 attend.

On average, our NRM staff and project locations offer public tours 7 days a week, 3 times a day from Memorial Day 
to Labor Day and school tours about twice a week.

         Source: 2017 USACE NRM Interpretive Contacts Summary

Natural Resource Management Activities
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Memorial Day 2017

Walla Walla District Commander Lt.Col. Damon Delarosa was one of the keynote 
speakers when the  Vietnam Traveling Wall Memorial came to Pasco, WA.

S.T.E.M.
Science, Technology, Engineering & Math

Encouraging students to pursue 
science & technology careers College & University Visits

1 Mar – Gonzaga
2 Mar – Eastern Washington
22 Feb – BSU
21 Feb – Walla Walla U
16 Feb – Oregon State 
8 Feb – U of Idaho
8 Feb – Walla Walla CC
7 Feb – Washington State
17 Nov – Boise State 
27 Oct – Eastern Washington
26-27 Oct – Oregon State
25 Oct – Gonzaga
5 Oct – U of Idaho
4 Oct – Washington StateDayton Schools at Little Goose Dam

Left: Students take notes as a tug prepares to push four loaded 
grain barges (approximately 800,000 bushels of red wheat) 
downriver after the navigation lock drained 46 million gallons 
of water and dropped 100 feet in less than 10 minutes. Left, 
below: Students from Kahlotus high school got hands on experi-
ence with juvenile salmon, shad, lamprey macrophthalmia and 
Siberian prawns in the Little Goose Dam Juvenile Fish Facility’s 
wet lab.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers STEM Coordinator Capt. Bent Vance, talks to 
students at College Place High School’s Science and Engineering Class about 
becoming an engineer. 

 Some of the District’s STEM Events
1. Engineer Week - the Commander, Capt Vance and District staff 
visited Walla Walla Valley Academy, College Place HS, DeSales HS & 
Pioneer Middle School. We produced a video news story of children 
building their bridges. The events ran on front page of the daily 
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin and we posted event photos to Facebook, 
DVIDS, Intercom Online.
2. Women in Engineering (Ruthan Haider, Margie McGill and Yvonne 
Gibbons). We produced a video and print story and distributed to 
DVIDS, Facebook and YouTube.
3. Dayton Schools at Little Goose – 12 May
4. Dwayne Weston spoke to Blue Ridge Elementary School on 17 May.
5. Walla Walla University speech on project management – Simeon 
Francis, 5 May.
6. Walla Walla Univ. 24 Feb, communications lecture - Joe Saxon
7. Ice Harbor School Tour – 14 April
8. Took DeSales H.S. student volunteer Neriah M. to Dworshak on 
shadowing opportunity on 6 Apr for stringer training.
9. Prosser School at Ice Harbor- 28 April
10. Prospect Park Elementary School Field Day - 11 June. Press 
Release resulted in front page Union Bulletin while PA produced a 
video of this activity.

  13
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The Walla Walla High School’s 
Women in Engineering event 
highlighted ordinary women 
living extraordinary lives

In a beautifully sun lit classroom with a 
wall of windows, a diverse group of women 
gathered together to talk about science, 
technology, engineering, math, (STEM), 
and life at the Walla Walla High School 
Women in Engineering (WIE) Panel Event 
on April 26, 2017 .

The WIE event introduces young 
women interested in STEM to professionals 
in a variety of career fields. 

Claircy Clizer, a passionate Career Out-
reach Coordinator at SEATech Skills Center 
and at Walla Walla High School exposes 
students to a variety of opportunities by 
sponsoring events. These events bridge the 
gap in which information can be delivered 
to students, so that they may learn more 
about those professions in which there is a 
disparity in gender diversity.  

“We wanted to encourage women 
particularly with the event to be involved 
in STEM Studies and encourage them to 
pursue the things that they maybe hadn’t 
thought about before,” explains Clizer. 
“The Women in Engineering event, was 
something that I talked about with a 
couple of people, and we decided let’s give 
it a try. And, it has been very successful. It 
has been a very fun event to do, too.” 

Women in Engineering

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, sent 
three representatives to sit on the WIE 
panel, comprised of women from Walla 
Walla who are involved in STEM career 
fields. 

All three Corps’ volunteers: Chief 
of Contracting Ruthann Haider, Project 
Manager and Chemical Engineer Margret 
McGill, and Civil Engineer Yvonne Gibbons 
have participated since 2014, when the 
event was first organized. 

Yvonne Gibbons, who was one of 10 
children, grew up on a farm. She was 
encouraged by her mother to go to college 
and inspired by her older sister to become 
an engineer. 

Yvonne, understands the significance 
of motivating young women to pursue a 
career in the engineering field.

“I hope that they will listen to what 
we all said, and that it isn’t about who 
you work with, be it gender or ethnicity. 
It is important to be yourself and to bring 
forward what you have to add to those 
groups,” Gibbons emphasized. 

“There’s nothing holding any of them 
back.”

Clizer who organized WIE, not only en-
listed panel members but the students that 
attended the event. 

Emma Wenzel, a junior at Walla Walla 
High, too shy to raise her hand in class 
when asked if she wanted to attend the 
event, rallied a group of friends interested 
in STEM to go and listen to the panel.

This show of confidence and strength 
by all the WIE members attending the 
event endeavored to empower the eight 
students from Walla Walla High School. 

“They did a great job, it was really 
interesting to see where they started, 
where they ended up and how their paths 
changed,” Wenzel an Advanced Placement 
Calculus student said. “I didn’t realize that 
there are so many different career fields in 
engineering.”

Like most people, Emma wants a job 
doing what she loves. The forum opened 
her eyes to possible opportunities in her 
future.

The Women in Engineering event fea-
tured ordinary women with extraordinary 
stories of blazing trails, like the women be-
fore them, and these eight young women 
who aspire follow them.

 A two-minute video highlighting the STEM 
Women in Engineering event was produced.

Corps celebrates EWeek with “Building Bridges Towards our Future” 
competition at local Walla Walla and College Place schools

The Walla Walla District sponsored engi-
neering design competitions at DeSales High 
School, College Place High School, Pioneer 
Middle School and Walla Walla Academy to 
celebrate National Engineers Week (EWeek) 
February 22-24. 

The engineering design competitions 
were part of Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math (STEM) conferences. This year, 
Corps engineers and support staff served as 
judges and speakers at the STEM competi-
tions. 

“We're concerned that more kids aren't 
getting involved with STEM and this is a 
chance for us to work with them and show 
how much fun solving problems using STEM 
skills can be.” Capt. Brent Vance, U.S. Army 
Corps, STEM coordinator says, “We really 
need to have enough people involved in 
these fields in the future, and EWeek is a 
good way for us to get out and interact with 
the next generation.”

The Walla Walla District helped schools 
test bridges that students will built using 
a variety of materials. Rules for the com-
petition include constructing bridges out 
of toothpicks, popsicle sticks, dental floss 
and water-soluble glue. Each bridge was 
judged on its efficiency rather than its overall 
strength-to-weight ratio. 

Capt. Vance said, “Working with glue 
and popsicle sticks, the challenge will be in 
the preparation. With science, you want to 
research and experiment, and as long as they 
stick with that model, I think they'll work 
through all the setbacks before the competi-
tion.”

The competition and STEM Conferences 
encourage students to problem-solve, use 
ingenuity, be creative and rely on each other 
as a team to build their bridges objectively 
and conceptually. 

“I think young people bring a fresh 
perspective to solving problems like this. I 
have no idea what kind of solutions we’ll see, 
but that’s what’s neat about it” said Vance 
“there’s no wrong answer; it’s just whatever 
they find that works.”
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 A two-minute video highlighting Engineering Week STEM  activities was produced.



  17Walla Walla District Community Relations Program   16

Natural Resources Specialist Michael J. 
Swenson demonstrates some “Reach, 
Throw, Row, Don’t Go” techniques.

Prospect Point Elementary School Student participate in a pizza box relay during their 
eighth annual field day event in Walla Walla, Wash. Corps personnel volunteered at the 
primary School and showed support to Walla Walla community youth with a Water Safety 
activity and play through Science, Technology, Engineer and Math.

Walla Walla District’s Park Tech Sandy Hattan teaches children to “Reach, Throw, Row, Don’t Go!” at the Water Safety Station during the 
Prospect Point Elementary School Field Day, Walla Walla, Washington. 

Water safety lessons teach students to 
“Reach, Throw, Row, Don’t Go.”

 A two-minute video highlighting 
the Prospect Point School Field Day 
activities was produced.

Kid’s Free Fishing Day at Mill Creek
More than 75 children joined the Tri-

State SteelHeaders Salmon Enhancement 
Group and the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Walla Walla District, for a free Kids’ 
Fishing Day at Bennington Lake on June 11, 
2017.

“At the Tri-State Steelheaders Salmon 
Enhancement Group, our mission is res-
toration, education and recreation. This 
event, which we have sponsored for more 
than 15 years, allows us to accomplish 
several of these,” said Brian Burns, the 
executive director and project manager for 
the Tri-State Steelheaders.

Participants received gift bags that 
included fishing gear and an entry into the 
casting contest. They were also treated to 
free hot dogs and soda.

Bennington Lake has been stocked 
several times by the Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife and there were 
catchable and jumbo Rainbow Trout for the 
taking.

“This is one of the largest turn-outs we 
have ever seen,” Burns said. “It is encour-
aging to see so many who want to learn 
and be a part of something really fun.”

All participating children were entered 

Natural Resources

Kids from the Walla Walla area gathered to try their hand at fishing during a free Kids’ Fishing Day, sponsored by the Tri-State Steel-
headers and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Walla Walla District, at Bennington Lake, June 11, 2017.

into a drawing for a new fishing rod, which 
were provided through donations to the 
Tri-State Steelheaders.

At the conclusion of the event the win-
ner of the Biggest Fish competition was 
announced. The winning fish, coming in at 
15 1/2 inches, belonged to Kyle Borgman. 
“I had so much fun today,” exclaimed Borg-
man as he picked out his new fishing gear.

 “We are trying to educate kids about 
fishing and hopefully they will take away 
a life-long love of recreational fishing and 
they become conservationist in the pro-
cess,” said Burns.

“offering something for everyone”

The Walla Walla 
District’s incredible 
Natural Resource 
Management staff 
worked hard to optimize 
the recreational 
experience of the nearly  
8 million visits to the 
District’s parks, lakes 
and resevoirs in 2017. 
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Walla Walla & Eagle Scouts
champion Burrowing Owl 
habitat restoration efforts

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Mill Creek staff and Eagle Scout 
Troop 693 installed two artificial burrows for the western burrow-
ing owl on the Mill Creek Project site. 

The Walla Walla District worked with several partners to create 
habitat for burrowing owls in 2017.

Wildlife Biologist Jim Castle said, “Burrowing owls are native to 
the area and are an important ecosystem engineer and keystone spe-
cies.” 

The western burrowing owl species inhabits a large portion of 
Washington State, including the Walla Walla area. Their range ex-
tends from Mexico to Canada, and some northern individuals migrate 
and overwinter in the southern latitudes. 

Burrowing owl habitat and distribution has declined considerably 
over the past approximately thirty years; their biggest threat -- habi-
tat lost to land development. It listed as a “Species of Greatest Con-
servation Need” by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
and a national “Bird of Conservation Concern” by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

Upon forming a considerable partnership with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, The Global Owl Project, and the University of Idaho, 
sites were selected for artificial burrow installation. Jim further 
explained that Corps lands near Ice Harbor Dam provide ideal habitat 
sites because the terrain is “…relatively flat with a good population of 
burrowing rodents, an abundance of insects, and a lack of predators.” 

In November, 2017, local Eagle Scout, Sean Cozart of Troop 693, 
cooperated with Mill Creek staff to supply and install two artificial 
burrows to satisfy his Eagle Scout project requirements. 

“I have always been interested in birds, and I chose this project 
because of the benefit it provides to for the burrowing owls, which 
were here historically.” Said Sean, as he and eight of his troop mem-
bers shoveled soil overtop the burrows.

It is unknown how quickly owls may inhabit the new burrows, but 
in areas with existing colonies, owls have occupied newly installed 
burrows within a day. 

Jim Castle is hoping the owls will find the new burrows during 
their annual migration and return to them in spring of 2018. If the 

habitats are not occupied naturally, efforts will be made to cooper-
ate with the Umatilla Tribe to transplant owls from nearby sites for 
colony establishment. 

The installation and future occupation of the new burrows at both 
projects not only provides a unique opportunity to establish a species 
of concern on Corps-managed lands, but also provides significant 
public opportunity. 

Several burrow locations at Ice Harbor are accessible by vehicle 
allowing for classroom participation in the field. Educational opportu-
nities also include research on how these new habitats are colonized, 
as well as colony behaviors, and students and members of the general 
public will have the opportunity to engage in volunteer monitoring 
programs. Perhaps the most wide-reaching public benefit will be the 
wildlife viewing and photography opportunities. 

Salmon Summit

Camp Wooten

Above: Park Ranger Paul Augustine starts his portion of the Water-
shed Field Days with identifying animal prints, bones and what they 
eat. The two-day event, held for local schools, each year is aimed at 
introduction to the natural sciences. 

Right: Park Ranger Carey Tolleson talks about safety at Camp Woo-
ten, located in Pomeroy, Washington. The Natural Resource Manag-
ers, with the Walla Walla Distict, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, put 
great effort into their outreach program. Like other outreach efforts 
by USACE, Ranger Tolleson explains, throw-don’t go, and lifejacket 
safety.

McNary Dam Watershed Fun Days

The Walla Walla District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers participated in the 2017 Salmon Summit, April 25-26, 2017. The Benton Con-
servation District invites students from all over the Tri-Cities to the Salmon Summit. The annual event teaches kids about the benefits 
of our local rivers. 
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Christmas Gift Giving
Every year the ACE committee collects gifts for community members in need. Melissa Walker, Jennifer Rand, Oscar Garcia 
and other Walla Walla District volunteers helped collect 115 gifts for both children and seniors.  

Effectiveness and Value to the Army – The Walla Walla District 
operated a highly effective and efficient Community Relations 
program in 2017. 
     It aided local, regional and national businesses with job 
creation and retention by dispersing $110 million in contracts. It 
reached thousands of students through STEM related activities 
like college recruitings and job fairs, Women in Engineering 
presentations, Engineer Week activities and video postings.   
     It enlightened more than 38,000 people to our mission 
through Natural Resource Management facilitated on-site 
facility tours, guided walks, campfire programs, talks, roving 
interpretation, living history, and public meetings. NRM’s off-
site interpretive contacts included school programs, youth and 
civic groups programs, career days, and cooperating associating 
programs occurring at locations off the project. 
     It reached thousands more through social media postings 
and accommodated 8 million visits to our parks, lakes and 
reservoirs. 

     Our staff resolved numerous issues and avoided others through 
monthly meetings with elected officials and local leaders from Walla 
Walla, Kennewick, Pasco and Richland, WA, and Orofino, ID. 
     We kept Idaho’s governor and emergency operators and first 
responders aware of our flood risk management activities through 
frequent communications and face to face meetings. 
     When the Boise River threatened Eagle Island, we saved millions of 
dollars in infrastructure by listening to the community’s concerns and 
building a temporary levee. 
     We kept industry partners and stakeholders aware of frequent 
changes during the Little Goose Dam Navigation Lock Outage.
     In short, the Walla Walla District’s Community Relations program 
earned the U.S. Army friends and the gratitude of a grateful people. 
       We did this through a systems approached synched by our 
External Communications Committee.
     The Walla Walla District’s Community Relations program truly is 
one of the Army’s finest.


