
 

 

  PUBLIC NOTICE 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________  

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS      BUILDING STRONG® 

LOS ANGELES DISTRICT 
   APPLICATION FOR PERMIT  

    Lost Canyons Golf Course Project 
 
Public Notice/Application No.:  SPL-2008-00815-AJS 
Project:  Lost Canyon Golf Course  
Comment Period:   August 9, 2013 through September 9, 2013 
Project Manager:  Antal Szijj (805) 585-2147; antal.j.szijj@usace.army.mil  
 
 
Applicant 
John McClure 
Lost Canyons, LLC 
1100 Glendon Avenue, Suite 1700 
Beverly Hills, California 90024 
 

Contact 
Martin Rasnick 
Glenn Lukos Associates, Inc. 
29 Orchard 
Lake Forest, California 92630-8300 
 

Location 
The Lost Canyon Golf Course Project (Project) is located at latitude 34.313° north and longitude 
18.729° west and is contained within Sections 25, 26, 27, 34, 35, and 36 of Township 3 North, Range 
18 West in the City of Simi Valley, Ventura County, California [Exhibit 1].  The Project is generally 
bounded by Bennett Road and undeveloped land to the north; Ditch Road and existing residential 
development to the south; Tapo Canyon Road to the east, and Erringer Road to the west [Exhibit 2].   
 
Activity 
The proposed Project is a mixed-use residential, commercial and recreational development on 
approximately 1,700 acres in the City of Simi Valley.  Implementation of the project would require 
permanent discharges of fill material into 2.23 acres of waters of the United States (of which 0.20 acre 
is considered wetlands) within Dry Canyon Wash, Oak Canyon Creek, Tapo Canyon Creek and 
several unnamed tributaries.  For more information see pages 3-17 of this notice.   
  
 
 Interested parties are hereby notified that an application has been received for a Department of 
the Army permit for the activity described herein and shown on the attached drawing(s). We invite you 
to review today’s public notice and provide views on the proposed work.  By providing substantive, 
site-specific comments to the Corps Regulatory Division, you provide information that support the 
Corps’ decision-making process.  All comments received during the comment period become part of 
the record and will be considered in the decision.  This permit will be issued, issued with special 
conditions, or denied under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1972 (33 U.S. C. 1344).   
 
Comments should be mailed to: 
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District 
Regulatory Division, Ventura Field Office, 
ATTN: (SPL-2008-815-AJS) 
2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite 110 
Ventura, California 93001 
 

mailto:antal.j.szijj@usace.army.mil
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Alternatively, comments can be sent electronically to: antal.j.szijj@usace.army.mil 
The mission of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Program is to protect the 

Nation's aquatic resources, while allowing reasonable development through fair, flexible and balanced 
permit decisions. The Corps evaluates permit applications for essentially all construction activities that 
occur in the Nation's waters, including wetlands.  The Regulatory Program in the Los Angeles District 
is executed to protect aquatic resources by developing and implementing short- and long-term 
initiatives to improve regulatory products, processes, program transparency, and customer feedback 
considering current staffing levels and historical funding trends. 

 
Corps permits are necessary for any work, including construction and dredging, in the Nation's 

navigable water and their tributary waters.  The Corps balances the reasonably foreseeable benefits 
and detriments of proposed projects, and makes permit decisions that recognize the essential values 
of the Nation's aquatic ecosystems to the general public, as well as the property rights of private 
citizens who want to use their land. The Corps strives to make its permit decisions in a timely manner 
that minimizes impacts to the regulated public. 
 

During the permit process, the Corps considers the views of other Federal, state and local 
agencies, interest groups, and the general public. The results of this careful public interest review are 
fair and equitable decisions that allow reasonable use of private property, infrastructure development, 
and growth of the economy, while offsetting the authorized impacts to the waters of the United States. 
The permit review process serves to first avoid and then minimize adverse effects of projects on 
aquatic resources to the maximum practicable extent.  Any remaining unavoidable adverse impacts to 
the aquatic environment are offset by compensatory mitigation requirements, which may include 
restoration, enhancement, establishment, and/or preservation of aquatic ecosystem system functions 
and services.   
 
Evaluation Factors 
 
 The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact 
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect 
the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefit, which 
reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably 
foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including 
the cumulative effects thereof.  Factors that will be considered include conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood 
hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water 
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food production and, in general, the 
needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, if the proposal would discharge dredged or fill material, 
the evaluation of the activity will include application of the EPA Guidelines (40 CFR Part 230) as 
required by Section 404 (b)(1) of the Clean Water Act. 
 
 The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local 
agencies and officials; Indian tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of 
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To 
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic 
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed 
above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an 
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are 
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also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the 
proposed activity. 
 
Preliminary Review of Selected Factors 
 
 EIS Determination- A preliminary determination has been made that an environmental impact 
statement is not required for the proposed work. 
 
 Water Quality- The applicant is required to obtain water quality certification, under Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act, from the California Regional Water Quality Control Board.  Section 401 
requires that any applicant for an individual Section 404 permit provide proof of water quality 
certification to the Corps of Engineers prior to permit issuance.  The applicant will be submitting an 
application for water quality certification to the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board in 
Fall 2013.  
 
 Coastal Zone Management- This project is located outside the coastal zone and preliminary 
review indicates that it would not affect coastal zone resources.  After a review of the comments 
received on this public notice and in consultation with the California Coastal Commission, the Corps 
will make a final determination of whether this project affects coastal zone resources after review of 
the comments received on this Public Notice. 
 
 Essential Fish Habitat- Preliminary determinations indicate the proposed activity would not 
adversely affect essential Fish Habitat.  Therefore, formal consultation under Section 305(b)(2) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) is not required at this time. 
 
 Cultural Resources- The latest version of the National Register of Historic Places (Register) 
has been consulted and this site is not listed.  The Native American Heritage Commission Sacred 
Lands File indicates that no Native American cultural resources have been previously recorded on the 
site. SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) conducted a records review of the Project area in 
August 2006 and prepared a cultural resources report in November 2006.   
 
According to SWCA, seven archaeological sites are recorded within the study area.  These sites 
consist of CA-VEN-635, -1004, -1005, -1006, -1007, -1008, and –1009.  These resources are further 
discussed below: 
 
CA-VEN-635 is located in the western portion of the Project site. The site was described as consisting 
of several flakes and two cores scattered among natural cobbles.  In 1984, a surface collection of 
artifacts and test excavation was completed.  A total of 13 artifacts were collected from the surface, 
but none from the two test units.  The report states that all the surface artifacts were removed from the 
site, that the two test units failed to yield any artifactual remains, and that no additional study was 
required.  A 1999 reconnaissance of portions of the CA-VEN-635 site location found no artifactual 
material visible on the surface. 
 
CA-VEN-1004 was recorded in 1989 and was described as a light lithic scatter containing cores, 
flakes, and assayed stones.  A 1994 site excavation collected from the surface a possible quartzite 
core and shatter.  The test unit and seven shovel test pits yielded a possible mano, grain grinder, and 
39 stones that were possibly artifactual. All of the material was taken to the laboratory for further 
examination, where it was determined that the wear and breakage of the stones was caused by 
modern mechanical or natural abrasion.  It was recommended that no further investigation was 
warranted at this site. 
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CA-VEN-1005 was first recorded in 1989.  It was described as consisting of assayed stone, one which 
was broken below the cortex level in order to determine the quality of the unweathered material. 
During a 1994 site excavation, there was no indication of the assayed cobbles on the surface.  The 
five test units that were excavated yielded both whole and broken cobbles.  A sample of the cobbles 
was taken to the laboratory for further examination where it was determined that the breakage was 
not caused by “purposeful human modification.”  It was recommended that no further investigation 
was warranted at this site. 
 
CA-VEN-1006, consisting of a core and six flakes, was recorded as being on a ridge overlooking the 
Simi Valley.  The area was found to be severely disturbed by off-road vehicles and heavy machinery.  
There were 10 items collected from the surface for further analysis and 4 subsurface units were 
excavated.  No artifacts were collected from the units.  Upon further examination of the surface 
artifacts, it was determined that the breakage to the stones was created during the modern 
disturbances to the ridge top. 
 
CA-VEN-1007 was described as being near a wetlands area. The site consisted of four artifacts: a 
basket hopper mortar with asphaltum still visible, a fused shale scraper, an anvil, and a quartzite core. 
Collected from the site in 1994 were a basket hopper mortar and 21 additional items.  The 4 
excavated units yielded a fossil shell fragment and 27 lithic items.  Upon further examination of the 
material in the laboratory, it was decided that only the basket hopper mortar was “a probable 
aboriginal artifact.” 
 
CA-VEN-1008 was described as containing a mano, hammerstone, hammerstone/scraper, and two 
scrapers in the upper reaches of a small canyon.  A dirt road, a gas pipeline, and motorcycle tracks 
were found in the site area.  Collected from the site were three possible artifacts from the surface, and 
nothing was found from the four units excavated.  The three items collected in the field were 
discarded upon analysis in the laboratory. 
 
CA-VEN-1009 was described as consisting of a hammerstone/chopper, a hammerstone, and two 
scrapers.  During a 1994 site visit, there was evidence of extensive grading and off-road vehicle use.  
There were 11 items collected from the surface for analysis in the laboratory, and no evidence was 
found of artifactual material in their excavated units.  As a result of further analysis in the laboratory, it 
was determined that the wear and breakage to the rocks was a result of natural fracturing or machine-
induced damage. 
 
The SWCA study also stated that there were nine isolated artifacts located across the property.  
Those items consisted of a hammerstone, chopper, cores, scrapers, flakes, and a quartzite blade. 
 
To address potential adverse impacts to at least one eligible site, the Corps will initiate consultation 
with the State Historic Preservation Officer pursuant to Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act. 
 
 Endangered Species- The entire project site lies within designated critical habitat for the 
coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica) (gnatcatcher) and contains the primary 
constituent elements of gnatcatcher critical habitat.  The Corps has determined that the Project may 
affect designated critical habitat for the gnatcatcher. This determination is based upon information 
contained within the Project’s Biological Resources Assessment (BRA), the City of Simi Valley’s 
certified FEIR, various focused surveys conducted by the applicant in support of the Project, as well 
as other relevant information on threatened and/or endangered species available within the Project 
vicinity.  The Corps will initiate formal consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
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pursuant to Section 7 of the Federal Endangered Species Act to address the potential direct and/or 
indirect effects of the Project on the gnatcatcher and its critical habitat.  Focused surveys for the 
gnatcatcher in 2008 following established protocol did not detect the species. 
 
The Corps has also determined that the Project would have no effect on the following federally listed 
endangered species due to negative survey findings: least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus), 
southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), Lyon’s pentachaeta (Pentachaeta lyonii), 
and the Braunton’s milk vetch (Astragalus brauntonii). 
 
 Public Hearing- Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in 
this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearing shall 
state with particularity the reasons for holding a public hearing. 
 
Proposed Activity for Which a Permit is Required 
 
 Basic Project Purpose- The basic project purpose comprises the fundamental, essential, or 
irreducible purpose of the proposed project, and is used by the Corps to determine whether the 
applicant's project is water dependent (i.e., requires access or proximity to or siting within the special 
aquatic site to fulfill its basic purpose).  Establishment of the basic project purpose is necessary only 
when the proposed activity would discharge dredged or fill material in to a special aquatic site (e.g., 
wetlands, pool and riffle complex, mudflats, coral reefs). The basic project purpose for the proposed 
project is housing and commercial development.  The project is not water dependent. 
 
 Overall Project Purpose- The overall project purpose serves as the basis for the Corps' 
404(b)(1) alternatives analysis and is determined by further defining the basic project purpose in a 
manner that more specifically describes the applicant's goals for the project, and which allows a 
reasonable range of alternatives to be analyzed.  The overall project purpose for the proposed project 
is the development of a master-planned residential community in City of Simi Valley, which will 
integrate commercial and recreational amenities and associated infrastructure of approximate size 
and similar proportions as described in the Whiteface Specific Plan. 
  
Additional Project Information 
 
 Baseline information- Corps jurisdiction associated with the Project area totals approximately 
15.35 acres, of which 6.37 acres consist of jurisdictional wetlands.  Two main drainage systems, Tapo 
Canyon Creek and Dry Canyon Wash, lie within the Project area.  A majority of the drainage features 
within the Project area consist of ephemeral drainage features that exhibit an ordinary high water 
mark (OHWM) through signs of an incised channel, the presence of litter and debris, shelving, debris 
wracks, and sediment deposits.  All drainages on site convey flows in a southerly direction and are 
tributary to either Tapo Canyon Creek or Dry Canyon Wash.  Tapo Canyon Creek and Dry Canyon 
Wash are tributary to Arroyo Simi, which is a tributary to Calleguas Creek, which is tributary to the 
Pacific Ocean.   
 
The Tapo Canyon Creek drainage system consists of Tapo Canyon Creek and Tapo Canyon 
Tributaries A through F.  Tapo Canyon Tributaries A through D are ephemeral drainage features that 
are subject to Corps jurisdiction, while Tapo Canyon Tributaries E and F are intermittent.   
 
The Dry Canyon Wash drainage system consists of Dry Canyon Wash, Dry Canyon Tributaries A 
through N, and Tapo Canyon Tributary L.  All drainages associated with the Dry Canyon Wash 
Watershed are ephemeral drainage features that are subject to Corps jurisdiction.   
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The boundaries of Corps jurisdictional waters are depicted on the enclosed delineation map [Exhibit 
3].  Total Corps jurisdictional waters are summarized in Table One below. 
 
TAPO CANYON CREEK WATERSHED: 
 
Tapo Canyon Creek- Corps jurisdiction associated with the on-site portions of Tapo Canyon Creek 
total approximately 3.43 acres, of which 3.40 acres consist of jurisdictional wetlands.  Tapo Canyon 
Creek is an intermittent stream that enters the Project area along the northeastern extent of the site.  
Tapo Canyon Creek flows through the Project area in a general north to south direction for 
approximately 9,033 linear feet before flowing off-site beyond the Project’s southern boundary.  Tapo 
Canyon is tributary to Arroyo Simi, which becomes Calleguas Creek, which is a tributary to the Pacific 
Ocean.  Tapo Canyon Creek is comprised of a sandy substrate with small cobbles that exhibits an 
OHWM ranging from three to 30 feet in width.  Tapo Canyon Creek is channelized into a storm drain 
immediately downstream of the project site 
 
Vegetation within and adjacent to Tapo Canyon Creek includes cattail (Typha domingensis), mulefat 
(Baccharis salicifolia), black willow (Salix gooddingii), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), red willow (Salix 
laevigata), sandbar willow (Salix exigua), mugwort (Artemesia douglasiana), wild rye (Leymus 
triticoides), rabbitsfoot grass (Polypogon monspeliensis), ragweed (Ambrosia psilostachya), spikerush 
(Eleocharis sp.), bulrush (Scirpus americanus), prairie bulrush (Scirpus maritimus), smallage (Apium 
sp.), water speedwell (Veronica anagallis aquatica), speedwell (Veronica arvensis), giant reed 
(Arundo donax), sweetclover (Melilotus alba), saltgrass (Distichlis spicata), coast live oak (Quercus 
agrifolia), western sycamore (Platanus racemosa), and stinging nettle (Urtica dioica). 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary A- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary A totals 
approximately 0.01 acre, none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary A is 
an ephemeral drainage feature located within the western study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary A 
begins on site and flows in a southeasterly direction for 166 linear feet at which point evidence of an 
OHWM dissipates.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging 
from one to two feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary A includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima), sugarbush (Rhus ovata), tree 
tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides), and 
cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium).  No soil pits were excavated within this feature since no 
hydrophytic vegetation was present. 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary B- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary B totals 
approximately 0.09 acre, none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary B is 
an ephemeral drainage feature located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary B 
flows in a southeasterly direction for 2,120 linear feet before flowing into Tapo Canyon Creek to the 
east of the study area. This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM 
ranging from one to four feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary B includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima), sugarbush (Rhus ovata), tree 
tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides), and 
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cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium).  No soil pits were excavated within this feature since no 
hydrophytic vegetation was present. 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary C- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary C totals 
approximately 0.04 acre, none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary C is 
an ephemeral drainage feature located within the northeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary C 
flows in a southeasterly direction for 1,805 linear feet at which point evidence of an OHWM dissipates.  
This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM one foot in width.   
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary C includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima), sugarbush (Rhus ovata), tree 
tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides), and 
cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium).   
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary D- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary D totals 1.64 
acres, none of which exhibit wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary D is an ephemeral 
drainage located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary D flows in a 
southeasterly direction for 5,079 linear feet before flowing into Tapo Canyon Creek to the east of the 
study area.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from 
three to 27 feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary D includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima), sugarbush (Rhus ovata), tree 
tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides), and 
cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium).  Small portions of Tapo Canyon Tributary D near the confluence 
with Tapo Canyon Creek also are vegetated with black willow (Salix gooddingii), arroyo willow (Salix 
lasiolepis), and sandbar willow (Salix exigua). 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary E (Gillibrand Canyon Creek)- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon 
Tributary E totals approximately 0.65 acre, all of which consists of jurisdictional wetlands.  Tapo 
Canyon Tributary E is an intermittent to perennial drainage feature located within the southeastern 
study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary E flows in a southerly direction for 2,802 linear feet before flowing 
into Tapo Canyon Creek within the eastern portion of the study area.  This tributary is comprised of a 
sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from eight to twelve feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary E includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima), sugarbush (Rhus ovata), tree 
tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides), and 
cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium).  Small portions of Tapo Canyon Tributary E at its confluence with 
Tapo Canyon Creek are also vegetated with black willow (Salix gooddingii), arroyo willow (Salix 
lasiolepis), mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia), and sandbar willow (Salix exigua).   
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary F- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary F totals 
approximately 2.13 acres, all of which exhibit wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary F is an 
ephemeral to intermittent drainage feature located within the central to southeastern study area.  Tapo 
Canyon Tributary F flows in a southeasterly direction for approximately 2,544 linear feet before 
flowing into Tapo Canyon Creek within the eastern portion of the study area.  This tributary is 
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comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from two to 30 feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary F includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima), sugarbush (Rhus ovata), tree 
tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides), and 
cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium).  In addition, the northernmost portions of Tapo Canyon Tributary F 
just south of Lost Canyon Road and at its confluence with Tapo Canyon Creek are also vegetated 
with bulrush (Scirpus americanus), basket rush (Juncus textilis), saltgrass (Distichlis spicata), black 
willow (Salix gooddingii), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia), and sandbar 
willow (Salix exigua). 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary G- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary G totals 0.10 
acre, none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary G is an ephemeral 
drainage feature located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary G flows in a 
southeasterly direction for approximately 731 linear feet before flowing into Tapo Canyon Creek within 
the eastern portion of the study area.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an 
OHWM ranging in width from three to ten feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary G includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia, UPL), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis, UPL), black sage (Salvia mellifera, UPL), white sage (Salvia apiana, 
UPL), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum, UPL), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima, FAC), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata, UPL), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca, FAC), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild 
rye (Leymus triticoides, FAC), and cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium, FAC).  Small portions of Tapo 
Canyon Tributary G at its confluence with Tapo Canyon Creek are also vegetated with black willow 
(Salix gooddingii, OBL), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis, FACW), mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia, FACW), 
and sandbar willow (Salix exigua, OBL).  No soil pits were excavated within Tapo Canyon Tributary G 
since the majority of this feature did not support hydrophytic vegetation. 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary H- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary H totals 0.12 
acre, none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary H is an ephemeral 
drainage feature located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary H flows in a 
southwesterly direction for approximately 997 linear feet before flowing into Tapo Canyon Creek 
within the eastern portion of the study area.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that 
exhibits an OHWM ranging from five to 15 feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary H includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia, UPL), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis, UPL), black sage (Salvia mellifera, UPL), white sage (Salvia apiana, 
UPL), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum, UPL), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima, FAC), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata, UPL), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca, FAC), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild 
rye (Leymus triticoides, FAC), and cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium, FAC).  Small portions of Tapo 
Canyon Tributary H at its confluence with Tapo Canyon Creek are also vegetated with black willow 
(Salix gooddingii, OBL), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis, FACW), mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia, FACW), 
and sandbar willow (Salix exigua, OBL).  No soil pits were excavated within Tapo Canyon Tributary H 
since the majority of this feature did support hydrophytic vegetation. 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary I- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary I totals 0.06 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary I is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary I flows in a southwesterly 
direction for approximately 766 linear feet before flowing into Tapo Canyon Creek within the eastern 



 

 

 9 

portion of the study area.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM 
ranging from two to five feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary I includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia, UPL), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis, UPL), black sage (Salvia mellifera, UPL), white sage (Salvia apiana, 
UPL), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum, UPL), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima, FAC), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata, UPL), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca, FAC), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild 
rye (Leymus triticoides, FAC), and cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium, FAC).  Small portions of Tapo 
Canyon Tributary I at its confluence with Tapo Canyon Creek are also vegetated with black willow 
(Salix gooddingii, OBL), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis, FACW), mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia, FACW), 
and sandbar willow (Salix exigua, OBL).  No soil pits were excavated within Tapo Canyon Tributary I 
since the majority of this feature did not support hydrophytic vegetation. 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary J- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary J total 0.81 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary J is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary J flows in a southeasterly 
direction for approximately 2,522 linear feet before flowing into Tapo Canyon Creek within the eastern 
portion of the study area.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM 
ranging from two to 15 feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary J includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia, UPL), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis, UPL), black sage (Salvia mellifera, UPL), white sage (Salvia apiana, 
UPL), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum, UPL), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima, FAC), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata, UPL), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca, FAC), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild 
rye (Leymus triticoides, FAC), and cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium, FAC).  Small portions of Tapo 
Canyon Tributary J at its confluence with Tapo Canyon Creek are also vegetated with black willow 
(Salix gooddingii, OBL), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis, FACW), mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia, FACW), 
and sandbar willow (Salix exigua, OBL).  No soil pits were excavated within Tapo Canyon Tributary J 
since the majority of this feature did not support hydrophytic vegetation. 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary K- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary K totals 0.08 
acre, none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary K is an ephemeral 
drainage feature located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary K flows in a 
northeasterly direction for approximately 838 linear feet before flowing into Tapo Canyon Tributary J 
within the eastern portion of the study area.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that 
exhibits an OHWM ranging from three to five feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary K includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia, UPL), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis, UPL), black sage (Salvia mellifera, UPL), white sage (Salvia apiana, 
UPL), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum, UPL), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima, FAC), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata, UPL), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca, FAC), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild 
rye (Leymus triticoides, FAC), and cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium, FAC).  No soil pits were 
excavated within this feature since no hydrophytic vegetation was present. 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary L- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary L total 0.16 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary L is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary L flows in a southeasterly 
direction for approximately 2,991 linear feet before flowing into a cement box ditch within the eastern 
portion of the study area draining into Dry Canyon Wash.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy 
substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from one to 20 feet in width. 
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Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary L includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia, UPL), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis, UPL), black sage (Salvia mellifera, UPL), white sage (Salvia apiana, 
UPL), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum, UPL), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima, FAC), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata, UPL), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca, FAC), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild 
rye (Leymus triticoides, FAC), and cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium, FAC).  No soil pits were 
excavated within this feature since no hydrophytic vegetation was present. 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary M- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary M totals 0.03 
acre, none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary M is an ephemeral 
drainage feature located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary M flows in a 
southeasterly direction for 1,099 linear feet at which point evidence of an OHWM dissipates as flows 
from this feature enter into an off site ditch, which flows westerly along Ditch Road and eventually 
discharges into Dry Canyon Wash.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an 
OHWM one to two feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary M includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia, UPL), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis, UPL), black sage (Salvia mellifera, UPL), white sage (Salvia apiana, 
UPL), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum, UPL), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima, FAC), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata, UPL), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca, FAC), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild 
rye (Leymus triticoides, FAC), and cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium, FAC).  No soil pits were 
excavated within this feature since no hydrophytic vegetation was present. 
 
Tapo Canyon Tributary N- Corps jurisdiction associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary N totals 0.02 
acre, none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Tapo Canyon Tributary N is an ephemeral 
drainage feature located within the southeastern study area.  Tapo Canyon Tributary N flows in a 
southeasterly direction for 669 linear feet at which point evidence of an OHWM dissipates as flows 
from this feature enter into an off site ditch, which flows westerly along Ditch Road and eventually 
discharges into Dry Canyon Wash.  This tributary is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an 
OHWM one to two feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Tapo Canyon Tributary N includes coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia, UPL), 
coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis, UPL), black sage (Salvia mellifera, UPL), white sage (Salvia apiana, 
UPL), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum, UPL), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima, FAC), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata, UPL), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca, FAC), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), creeping wild 
rye (Leymus triticoides, FAC), and cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium, FAC).  No soil pits were 
excavated within this feature since no hydrophytic vegetation was present. 
 
DRY CANYON WASH WATERSHED: 
 
Dry Canyon Wash- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Wash totals approximately 3.35 
acres, of which 0.01 acre exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Wash is an ephemeral 
drainage feature that originates within the northwestern extent of the Project site.  Dry Canyon Wash 
flows in a southerly direction through the southwestern study area for approximately 7,697 linear feet 
before flowing off site.  Dry Canyon Wash is tributary to Arroyo Simi, which becomes Calleguas 
Creek, which flows into the Pacific Ocean.  Dry Canyon Wash is comprised of a sandy substrate that 
exhibits an OHWM ranging from two to 42 feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Wash includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), mulefat 
(Baccharis salicifolia), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), cattail (Typha domingensis,), black sage (Salvia 
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mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush (Rhus ovata), 
tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard (Hirschfeldia 
incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides). 
 
Dry Canyon Tributary A- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary A totals 0.34 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary A is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located within the northwestern study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary A flows in a southwesterly 
direction for approximately 3,939 linear feet before flowing into Dry Canyon Wash.  This drainage is 
comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from one to seven feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary A includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).  No soil pits were excavated within 
this feature since no hydrophytic vegetation was present. 
 
Dry Canyon Tributary B- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary B totals 0.09 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary B is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the northwestern study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary B flows in a southerly direction 
for approximately 1,131 linear feet before flowing into Dry Canyon Tributary D.  This drainage is 
comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from two to five feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary B includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).  . 
 
Dry Canyon Tributary C- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary C totals 0.10 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary C is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the northwestern study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary C flows in a southwesterly 
direction for approximately 1,302 linear feet before flowing into Dry Canyon Tributary D.  This 
drainage is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from one to six feet in 
width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary C includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).  
 
Dry Canyon Tributary D- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary D totals 0.50 acre, 
of which 0.15 acre exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary D is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located within the northwestern study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary D flows in a southwesterly 
direction for approximately 3,386 linear feet before it leaves the Project area and flows into Dry 
Canyon Wash via sheet flow.  This drainage is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an 
OHWM averaging two to seven feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary D includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), 
mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia), foxtail brome (Bromus madritensis), soft brome (Bromus hordeaceus), 
Italian rye grass (Lolium multiflorum), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush (Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), 
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tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), black mustard (Brassica 
nigra), creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides), cattail (Typha domingensis), rabbitsfoot grass 
(Polypogon monspeliensis), and barnyard grass (Echinochloa crus-galli).   
 
Dry Canyon Tributary E- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary E totals 0.02 acre, of 
which 0.01 acre exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary E is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the western study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary E flows in a westerly direction for 
approximately 417 linear feet, at which point evidence of flow dissipates.  Eventually, flows from this 
drainage connect to Dry Canyon Wash via sheet flow.  This drainage is comprised of a sandy 
substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from one to five feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary E includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides), and mugwort (Artemesia douglasiana). 
 
Dry Canyon Tributary F- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary F totals 
approximately 0.26 acre, none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary F is an 
ephemeral drainage feature located in the western study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary F flows in a 
southeasterly direction for approximately 1,007 linear feet before flowing into Dry Canyon Wash.  This 
drainage is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from four to 20 feet in 
width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary F includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides), coastal sage brush (Artemesia 
californica), and arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis). 
 
Dry Canyon Tributary G- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary G totals 0.04 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary G is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the western study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary G flows in a westerly direction for 
approximately 372 linear feet, at which point evidence of flow dissipates.  Eventually, flows from this 
drainage are connected to Dry Canyon Wash via sheet flow.  This drainage is comprised of a sandy 
substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from two to six feet in width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary G includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).   
 
Dry Canyon Tributary H- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary H totals 0.01 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary H is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the western study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary H flows in a westerly direction for 
approximately 207 linear feet, at which point evidence of flow dissipates.  Eventually, flows from this 
drainage connect to Dry Canyon Wash via sheet flow.  This drainage is comprised of a sandy 
substrate that exhibits a two-foot-wide OHWM. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary H includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
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(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).   
 
Dry Canyon Tributary I- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary I total 0.04 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary I is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the western study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary I flows in a westerly direction for 
approximately 368 linear feet, at which point evidence of flow dissipates.  Eventually, flows from this 
drainage are connected to Dry Canyon Wash via sheet flow.  This drainage is comprised of a sandy 
substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging in width from two to six feet. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary I includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).   
 
Dry Canyon Tributary J- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary J totals 0.02 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary J is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the southwestern study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary J flows in a westerly direction 
for approximately 68 linear feet, at which point evidence of flow dissipates.  Eventually, flows from this 
drainage are connected to Dry Canyon Wash via sheet flow.  This drainage is comprised of a sandy 
substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging in width from five to 15 feet. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary J includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).   
 
Dry Canyon Tributary K- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary K totals 0.01 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary K is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the southwestern study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary K flows in a westerly direction 
for approximately 363 linear feet, at which point evidence of flow dissipates.  Eventually, flows from 
this drainage connect with Dry Canyon Wash via sheet flow.  This drainage is comprised of a sandy 
substrate that exhibits an OHWM one-foot wide. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary K includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).  
 
Dry Canyon Tributary L- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary L totals 0.09 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary L is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the southwestern study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary L flows in a southerly direction 
for approximately 1,694 linear feet before flowing off site along the southern Project boundary.  This 
drainage is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from one to five feet in 
width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary L includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).   
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Dry Canyon Tributary M- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary M totals 0.43 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary M is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the southern study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary M flows in a southerly direction for 
approximately 6,214 linear feet before flowing off site along the southern Project boundary.  This 
drainage is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from two to 20 feet in 
width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary M includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).   
 
Dry Canyon Tributary N- Corps jurisdiction associated with Dry Canyon Tributary N totals 0.66 acre, 
none of which exhibits wetland characteristics.  Dry Canyon Tributary N is an ephemeral drainage 
feature located in the southern study area.  Dry Canyon Tributary N flows in a southerly direction for 
approximately 8,062 linear feet before flowing off site along the southern Project boundary.  This 
drainage is comprised of a sandy substrate that exhibits an OHWM ranging from one to 16 feet in 
width. 
 
Vegetation associated with Dry Canyon Tributary N includes coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), black 
sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (Salvia apiana), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), sugarbush 
(Rhus ovata), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), tocalote (Centaurea militensis), summer mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), and creeping wild rye (Leymus triticoides).   
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Table 1. Summary of Corps Jurisdictional Waters 
Drainage Features Corps Non-

Wetland, 
Waters 
(Acres) 

Corps 
Jurisdictional 

Wetlands 
(Acres) 

Total Corps 
Jurisdiction 

(Acres) 

Length of 
Tributary 

(Linear Feet) 

Tapo Canyon Creek 0.03 3.40 3.43 9,033 
Tapo Canyon Tributary A 0.01 0.00 0.01 166 
Tapo Canyon Tributary B 0.09 0.00 0.09 2,120 
Tapo Canyon Tributary C 0.04 0.00 0.04 1,805 
Tapo Canyon Tributary D 1.64 0.00 1.64 5,079 
Tapo Canyon Tributary E 0.00 0.65 0.65 2,802 
Tapo Canyon Tributary F 0 2.15 2.15 2,544 
Tapo Canyon Tributary G 0.10 0.00 0.10 731 
Tapo Canyon Tributary H 0.12 0.00 0.12 997 
Tapo Canyon Tributary I 0.06 0.00 0.06 766 
Tapo Canyon Tributary J 0.81 0.00 0.81 3,037 
Tapo Canyon Tributary K 0.08 0.00 0.08 838 
Tapo Canyon Tributary L 0.16 0.00 0.16 2,991 
Tapo Canyon Tributary M 0.03 0.00 0.03 1,099 
Tapo Canyon Tributary N 0.02 0.00 0.02 669 
Dry Canyon Wash 3.34 0.01 3.35 7,696 
Dry Canyon Tributary A 0.34 0.00 0.34 3,939 
Dry Canyon Tributary B 0.09 0.00 0.09 1,131 
Dry Canyon Tributary C 0.10 0.00 0.10 1,302 
Dry Canyon Tributary D 0.35 0.15 0.50 3,386 
Dry Canyon Tributary E 0.01 0.01 0.02 417 
Dry Canyon Tributary F 0.26 0.00 0.26 1,007 
Dry Canyon Tributary G 0.04 0.00 0.04 372 
Dry Canyon Tributary H 0.01 0.00 0.01 207 
Dry Canyon Tributary I 0.04 0.00 0.04 368 
Dry Canyon Tributary J 0.02 0.00 0.02 68 
Dry Canyon Tributary K 0.01 0.00 0.01 363 
Dry Canyon Tributary L 0.09 0.00 0.09 1,694 
Dry Canyon Tributary M 0.43 0.00 0.43 6,214 
Dry Canyon Tributary N 0.66 0.00 0.66 8,062 

Total(s) 8.98 6.37 15.35 70,903 
 
 Project description- The proposed Lost Canyons Project (Project) would integrate a variety of 
land uses including a mix of residential types, natural open space, a multi-purpose trail system, and 
an area for the development of a golf course and related commercial recreational amenities.  The 
proposed project is separated into six planning areas that would include redistribution of up to 364 
previously approved dwelling units within approximately 1,700 acres and the elimination of an existing 
golf course in Dry Canyon.  The proposed Project constitutes a portion of the previously approved 
Whiteface Specific Plan, which consists of Dry and Tapo Canyons, two neighboring valleys located at 
the base of Big Mountain in the northern portion of the City of Simi Valley.   
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Six planning areas would be developed to support the various land uses including low and medium 
density single-family residences, estate lots (min 20 acres each), an 18-hole golf course and related 
facilities (clubhouse, restaurant, membership suites, and associated support facilities), commercial 
retail, and open space.  A copy of the Project site plan is attached as Exhibit 4 
 
Project Impacts 
 
Corps jurisdiction at the site totals 15.35 acres, of which 6.37 acres consist of jurisdictional wetlands.  
The Project would permanently impact 2.23 acres of Corps jurisdictional waters, of which 0.19 acre 
consists of jurisdictional wetlands, and temporarily impact 0.06 acre of Corps jurisdiction, none of 
which consist of jurisdictional wetlands.  A total of 12.564 linear feet of Corps jurisdictional waters 
would be permanently impacted and 197 linear feet will be temporarily impacted.  Table 2 below 
outlines permanent impacts to Corps jurisdiction on site and Table 3 outlines temporary impacts to 
Corps jurisdiction on site. 

 
Table 2. Permanent Impacts to Corps Jurisdictional Waters 
 
Drainage 
Features 

Corps 
Non-

Wetland 
Waters 
(Acres) 

Corps 
Wetlands 
(Acres) 

Total Corps, 
Jurisdiction 

(Acres) 

Impacts to 
Corps Non-

Wetland, 
Waters 
(Acres) 

Impacts to 
Corps 

Wetlands  
(Acres) 

Total Impacts 
to Corps 

Jurisdiction 
(Acres) 

Tapo Canyon 
Creek 

0.03 3.40 3.43 0.015 0.024 0.039 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary A 

0.01 0 0.01 0.006 0 0.006 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary B 

0.09 0 0.09 0 0 0 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary C 

 
 

 0.04 0 0.04 0.017 0 0.017 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary D 

1.64 0 1.64 0.038 0 0.038 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary E 
(Gillibrand 

Canyon 
Creek) 

0.00 0.65 0.65 0 0.005 0.005 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary F 

0 2.15 2.15 0 0.014 0.014 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary G 

0.10 0 0.10 0.097 0 0.097 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary H 

0.12 0 0.12 0.057 0 0.057 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary I 

0.06 0 0.06 0.014 0 0.014 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary J 

0.81 0 0.81 0.599 0 0.599 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary K 

0.08 0 0.08 0.075 0 0.075 
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Drainage 
Features 

Corps 
Non-

Wetland 
Waters 
(Acres) 

Corps 
Wetlands 
(Acres) 

Total Corps, 
Jurisdiction 

(Acres) 

Impacts to 
Corps Non-

Wetland, 
Waters 
(Acres) 

Impacts to 
Corps 

Wetlands  
(Acres) 

Total Impacts 
to Corps 

Jurisdiction 
(Acres) 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary L 

0.16 0 0.16 0.143 0 0.143 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary M 

0.03 0 0.03 0.016 0 0.016 

Tapo Canyon 
Tributary N 

0.02 0 0.02 0.01 0 0.01 

Dry Canyon 
Wash 

3.34 0.01 3.35 0.42 0 0.42 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary A 

0.34 0 0.34 0 0 0 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary B 

0.09 0 0.09 0 0 0 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary C 

0.10 0 0.10 0 0 0 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary D 

0.35 0.15 0.50 0.199 0.153 0.352 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary E 

0.01 0.01 0.02 0.022 0.001 0.023 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary F 

0.26 0 0.26 0.239 0 0.239 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary G 

0.04 0 0.04 0.036 0 0.036 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary H 

0.01 0 0.01 0.01 0 0.01 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary I 

0.04 0 0.04 0 0 0 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary J 

0.02 0 0.02 0.012 0 0.012 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary K 

0.01 0 0.01 0.008 0 0.008 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary L 

0.09 0 0.09 0 0 0 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary M 

0.43 0 0.43 0 0 0 

Dry Canyon 
Tributary N 

0.66 0 0.66 0 0 0 

Total(s) 8.98 6.37 15.35 2.03 0.20 2.23 
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Table 3. Temporary Impacts to Corps Jurisdictional Waters 
 
Drainage 
Features 

Corps 
Non-

Wetland 
Waters 
(Acres) 

Corps 
Wetland

s 
(Acres) 

Total Corps, 
Jurisdiction 

(Acres) 

Impacts to 
Corps Non-

Wetland, 
Waters 
(Acres) 

Impacts to 
Corps 

Wetlands  
(Acres) 

Total Impacts 
to Corps 

Jurisdiction 
(Acres) 

Dry Canyon 
Wash 

3.34 0.01 3.35 0.06 0 0.06 

Total(s) 3.34 0.01 3.35 0.06 0 0.06 
 
A graphic depicting temporary and permanent impacts to Corps jurisdiction is attached as Exhibit 5. 
 
Project Alternatives: 

 
As part of the permit decision the Corps will prepare an alternatives analysis pursuant to the 404(b)(1) 
guidelines based on the overall project purpose.  The applicant has submitted the following project 
alternatives for consideration as part of the permit application.  This is provided for the purpose of 
soliciting comments and does not represent the Corps’ final determination of its adequacy. 
 
Applicant’s purpose and need   
 
Construct a rural residential and retail development, which will integrate recreational amenities (such 
as parks, a golf course, and public/private trails) and associated infrastructure (including roadway and 
flood control improvements), which will provide a sense of neighborhood, while ensuring public safety, 
flood control protection, and protecting the scenic integrity of the Santa Susana Mountains consistent 
with the development goals of the City of Simi Valley General Plan. 
 
On-Site Alternatives 
 
The applicant has provided a total of four on-site alternatives for consideration in this Public Notice, 
including the preferred alternative.  In addition to a no federal action alternative (Alternative 1), two on 
site alternatives (Alternatives 2 and 3) were designed to provide varying levels of residential 
development, commercial/retail development, recreational uses, infrastructural improvements, and 
restoration of onsite riparian habitat as compared to that proposed by the applicant’s preferred 
alternative (Alternative 4).   
 
Alternative 1:  “No Federal Action” Alternative (Exhibit 6) 
 
Under the “No Federal Action Alternative” (Alternative 1) no temporary or permanent impacts to Corps 
jurisdiction would occur and development would be limited to the upland areas outside of the limits of 
Corps jurisdiction.  Alternative 1 would consist of the development of 256 residential units consisting 
of 145 single-family residential lots and 111 high-density residential lots, as well as 388,133 square 
feet of proposed retail/club core facilities and a 212.25-acre golf course and open space area.  
Alternative 1 would require 120 parking spaces for golf course and retail use.  As part of avoidance of 
all Corps jurisdiction on site, Alternative would require the construction of up to 9 bridges.   
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Alternative 2:  “Reduced Shadow and Big Sky Golf Course Alternative” Alternative (Exhibit 7) 
 
The “Reduced Golf Course Alternative” (Alternative 2) would result in permanent impacts to 3.96 
acres of Corps jurisdiction, of which 0.99 acre consists of jurisdictional wetlands. Alternative 2 would 
consist of the development of 189 single-family residential units, 354,537 square feet of club core 
recreation facilities/retail uses and a 136.71-acre golf course and open space area.   
 
Alternative 3:  “Hotel at Village Core” Alternative (Exhibit 8) 
 
The “Hotel at Village Core Alternative” (Alternative 3) would result in permanent impacts to 5.49 acres 
of Corps jurisdiction, of which 3.12 acres consist of jurisdictional wetlands. The hotel facilities 
proposed as part of Alternative 3 would replace the bungalow units proposed as part of the preferred 
alternative (Alternative 4).   
 
Alternative 3 would consist of the development of 34 single-family residential units, as well as 775,949 
square feet of commercial/hotel area containing a hotel with up to 275 rooms with an accompanying 
5,000 square-foot restaurant, banquet facilities, and 20,000 square feet of conference (meeting) 
facilities.  Alternative 3 would require the installation of parking for the proposed hotel and related 
facilities, exterior lighting, landscaping, trash enclosures, and other on-site and off-site infrastructural 
improvements.   
 
Alternative 3 would also propose retail areas and recreational amenities, such as tennis courts and a 
swimming pool, and a 396.44-acre golf course and open space area.  Alternative 3 proposes 726 
parking spaces, of which 606 parking spaces will be used for the hotel and conference facilities as 
well as 120 additional parking spaces for golf course use.   
 
Alternative 4:  City-Approved Project Alternative [Preferred Alternative] (Exhibit 9) 

 
The “City-Approved Project Alternative, the Preferred Alternative,” (Alternative 4) would result in 
temporary impacts to 0.06 acre of Corps jurisdictional waters, none of which are wetlands, and 
permanent impacts to 1.22 acres of Corps jurisdiction, of which 0.19 acre consists of jurisdictional 
wetlands.   
 
Alternative 4 would consist of the development of up to 364 single-family residential units including 
110 detached homes, referred to as “bungalows,” within Planning Area 1, a renovated 18-hole golf 
course and clubhouse with Membership Suites in Planning Area 2, 130 lots and 18 bungalow units 
within Planning Area 3, 84 lots and 14 bungalows in Planning Area 4, eight residential estate lots in 
Planning Area 5, and open space areas, including public trails, in Planning Area 6.  Alternative 5 
would also include 388,133 square feet of club core recreation area and 211.51 acres of golf course 
and open space area.  Alternative 4 would require the installation of 120 parking spaces for golf 
course use.  Alternative 4 is represented in the Project Description section of this Public Notice 
including the impacts to waters listed therein. 
 
Off-Site Alternatives:   

In addition to examining four on site alternatives, the alternatives analysis prepared for the Project is 
examining off site alternatives within the City of Simi Valley with the potential to meet the Project’s 
stated purpose and need.  Based upon the applicant’s preliminary findings, no available off site 
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alternative sites within the limits of the City of Simi Valley would meet the Project’s stated purpose and 
need. 
 
 Proposed Mitigation– The proposed mitigation may change as a result of comments received 
in response to this public notice, the applicant's response to those comments, and/or the need for the 
project to comply with the 404(b)(1) Guidelines.  In consideration of the above, the proposed 
mitigation sequence (avoidance/minimization/compensation), as applied to the proposed project is 
summarized below: 
 
  Avoidance:  Complete avoidance of waters would require an alternative project configuration 
that avoids impacts to all jurisdictional features within the project area.  As part of the 404(b)(1) 
alternatives analysis, the Corps will evaluate a “no federal action” alternative that avoids all . The 
applicant has developed a no federal action alterative, which is described above (“Alternative 1”).  
 
  Minimization:  Under the Preferred Alternative (Alternative 4), the applicant has proposed a 
project configuration that would impact approximately 1.22 acres of the 13.95 acres of waters of the 
U.S. within the project boundary, representing approximately 91% avoidance.  Wetland impacts total 
0.19 acre of the 6.35 acres within the project boundary, representing approximately 97% avoidance. 
 
 Compensation:  As mitigation for temporary impacts to 0.06 acre of Corps jurisdiction, none of 
which consists of jurisdictional wetlands, the applicant proposes to restore all temporary impacts on site.  
As mitigation for permanent impacts to 1.22 acres of Corps jurisdiction, of which 0.19 acre consist of 
jurisdictional wetlands, the applicant has proposed to establish, re-habilitate, re-establish, and/or enhance 
at least 2.44 acres of Corps jurisdictional waters within the Calleguas Creek Watershed, which will 
consist of the establishment, rehabilitation, re-establishment, and/or enhancement of coast live oak 
woodland, California sycamore woodland, mule fat scrub, and freshwater marsh habitat on site, or off site 
at a Corps-approved mitigation bank and/or in-lieu fee program.  The Corps has not made a final 
determination regarding the type and extent of mitigation that would be required. 
 
Proposed Special Conditions 
 
Special conditions providing for the avoidance, minimization and mitigation for impacts to threatened 
and endangered species, as well as to waters of the United States would likely be incorporated into 
any Corps permit authorization, if issued.  No specific conditions are proposed at this time.

 
 

 
 For additional information please call Antal Szijj of my staff at 805-585-2147 or via e-mail at 
antal.j.szijj@usace.army.mil . This public notice is issued by the Chief, Regulatory Division. 
 
 

Regulatory Program Goals: 
• To provide strong protection of the nation's aquatic environment, including wetlands. 
• To ensure the Corps provides the regulated public with fair and reasonable decisions.  
• To enhance the efficiency of the Corps’ administration of its regulatory program. 

 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – LOS ANGELES DISTRICT 

mailto:antal.j.szijj@usace.army.mil
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	The Corps has also determined that the Project would have no effect on the following federally listed endangered species due to negative survey findings: least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii ex...



